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Abstract

This paper focused on issues relating to electoral process in Nigeria and the concerns of
adult education in enhancing positive changes into Nigeria electoral process, using Ekiti
Sateasa case study. The paper traced the history and conduct of electoral processin Nigeria,
from post-independence period till present day. The paper highlighted someidentified issues
intheelectioneering processin Nigeria, including the conduct of INEC, election mal practices,
corruption and fraud, violence, insecurity and other vices. The paper also discussed the
concept of adult education and what it tends to achieve in the issue of electoral processin
Nigeria, particularly in Ekiti Sate. It highlighted and discusses the ways by which adult
education will tackle the challenges and enhanced positive changes in the democratic and
electoral process, by providing educational opportunity for all citizens, organising adult
education for the disadvantaged groups, creating awareness and sensitisation for citizens,
organising training and workshop for the party members and the electorates and engaging
the stakeholders on peace and conflict management education. The paper therefore
recommends that the Governments at all levels and all stakeholders should establish adult
centersintownsand villagesto educate people on the need to engagein freeand fair e ections.
They should also provide adequate security to safeguard elections and enhanced positive
changes in the electoral processin the country. Lastly, there should be adequate education,
sensitisation, trainings and workshops for citizens on the conduct of electoral process to
enhance free and fair election.
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Introduction

Electoral processin Nigeriahave been an age-long thing, it dated back to September, 201 1923
with the Nigerian National Democratic Party (NNDP) winning the three out of thefour elected
seatsintheLegidative Council (INEC (2006). Sincethen, there have been many massive movein
the process of dectionsin the country, notably, the Electoral Commission of Nigeria(ECN) was
established to conduct the 1959 dections, followed by the Federa Electord Commission (FEC) in
1960 to conduct the Federal and Regional elections of 1964 and 1965 respectively (Awofeso &
Odeyemi 2016). FEC wasdissolved after the military Coup of 1966 and replaced with Federal
Electora Commission (FEDECO) in 1978. Therace continued with FEDECO which conducted
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the election of 1979 during Obasanjofirst regime and that of the general el ection of the second
Republic conducted in 1983 under theleadership of Alhgji Shehu Shagari. In 1995, Genera Sani
Abachaal so established the Nationa Electoral Commission of Nigeria(NECON) to conduct the
Loca Government Councilselection to Nationa Assembly, but was aborted with the death of
Generd Sani Abacha. Moreover, General Abdulsalam Abubakar administration al so established
the Independent National Electora Commission (INEC) by the 1999 Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeriathat ushered in the fourth Republic. Sincethen, the country has continueto
witness different elections conducted by INEC, including 1999, 2003, 2007, 2011, 2015 and
2019 at national and statelevelsin Nigeria(INEC, 2019).

Electiongenerdly isan evidenceof atruedemocracy inwhich membersof thecommunities,
organi zations, states, | egidatives and the nation el ectstheir representatives who would occupy
public officesaccording to thelaw of theland (Adisa, 2019). Election creastes avenuefor peopleto
transfer their sovereignty totheir preferred candidatesto govern the state on their behaf. Electora
processinvolves comprehensive procedures, involving the planning, preparing and selecting
representativestothelocal, state and nationd level sof the governments (INEC (2006). The process
coversdl theactivitiesrdating to theestablishment of thelaw, gppoi ntments, selection of candidates,
campaigns, trainings, registrations, nomination of candidates, voting, vote counting, declaration of
results, al inabidto ensurefreeand fair elections (Jgja& Badey 2014). Thus, theimportance of
€lection cannot be over-emphasised, it iscongtitutiona and afundamental human right, ameansof
providing an electorate with the power to control and choose preferred candidates from the
representativesto occupy particular officesand to represent their interest effectively inthegovernment.
By implication, therecan beno representativesin governmentswithout e ection. Electionaso dlows
peopleto checkmatethe s tting government or changethe system from an unpopular and unsupportive
government for abetter candidate who can guaranteetrue democracy for them. It isalso away of
putting pressure on the el ectoratesto respond to their demand (Afolabi, 2014). Election also enables
political power and public office hol dersto becomeresponsive, adjust their ways of lifeand their
manageria work. Regular election gives peopletheability to change the government and replace
themin an effort toimprove democracy and democratic procedures (Araba& Odunayo, 2015).
However, asimportant as €l ectionshave been inthe history of any country, particularly in Nigeria,
it gppearsto havelotsof issuesand challengesover the years. Awofeso & Odeyemi (2016) reflecting
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onthehistory of electionsin Nigeriasince 1959 till date confirmed that the el ections have been
characterised with violence and other notable el ectoral vices. Thisstudy established that since
1964, successive electionsin Nigeriahave al been notorious for obvious widespread acts of
hooliganism and vandaism, with attendant loss of livesand property. These, according to the studly,
have continued unabated, eveninthe 21st Century when most young democraciesinAfricaare
eschewing violence and other vicesduring elections. Thehistory of electionsin Ekiti Stateisnot so
different, Ekiti Statewas created on October 1, 1996 from the old Ondo State by thelate General
Sani Abachaduring the military regime. The State shares boundarieswith Ondo, Osun, Kwaraand
Kogi Statesand has 16 Local Government Areas. The LGAsare politically grouped into three
senatoria districts, 6 federd constituencies, and 26 State House of Assembly constituencies. EKiti
Centrd and Ekiti North senatorid districtsboth havefiveloca governmentseach, while Ekiti South
senatorial district hassix local government areas (Omilusi, 2014). Just like other states of the
federation, thereturn of democratic government on 29" May, 1999 made Ekiti State experience
fivedifferent gubernatorial € ections; thefirstin 1998, the second in 2003, thethird in 2007, the
fourthin2014 and thefifthin 2018 (llori, 2020). Thestudy reved sthat thed ectionswere characteri sed
by peaceand violence. According to the study, thefirst € ection held in 1998 was peacefully conducted
by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) and supervised by the then outgoing
military Head-of -State Gen Abdul salam Abubakar (Rtd). However, the subsequent gubernatorial
elections conducted by democratically elected governmentswere marred by seriesof electora
violence and security challenges ranging from ball ot boxes snatching, stuffing, intimidation of
opposition candidates, killings, votesbuying to votesrigging.

Some of theissuesand challengesfound to be peculiar to el ectoral processesin Nigeria
and Ekiti Statein particular includes, lack of credibility in the conductsof INEC. Inthehistory of
electionsinNigeria, INEC have alwaysbeen accused of lacking credibility inits capacity to conduct
freeandfar dections. Alfred & Ejalonibu (2019) reported that |ots of stakeholdershaverepeatedly
accused INEC of partidity inal ramifications beforeand after the el ections of 1999, 2003, 2007,
2011 and 2015 respectively for colluding with the ruling political party to orchestrate
disenfranchisement of quaified voters, votebuying and bribery, fal sification of results, intimidation
and harassment of party representatives, suspected opposition party followers, hijack/snatching of
electoral materias, ballot stuffing, underage and multiplevoting aswell asforgery and issuance of

32



UNILORIN JOURNAL OF LIFELONG EDUCATION 6(1) 2022

fake election result sheets. Corroborating this, Aiyede (2021) in areview of 2019 el ection stated
that the el ection camein for aheavy dose of criticism on the groundsthat INEC electionswere
not totally freeandfair. t wasrevea ed that therewereinterferenceswith theresults collated by the
politicd party agentsand security agencieswith the connivance of eectora commission officids. It
was d so confirmed that thetotal number of registered votersannounced beforethe el ection and the
figures announced by electoral commission during the collation in 30 out of the 36 stateswere
inconsistent. Adisa (2019) also decries that INEC’s is found of the practice of distributing materials
ontheday of the election, and often resultsin the latearrival of voting materialsin some areas,
especidly thosethat arenot closein proximity to urban centers. And that late commencement of the
exercise of voting often leadsto votersignoring voting entirely.

Moreover, corruption and impunity have eaten deep into every sector of theeconomy in
Nigeria, and have manifested in the manipul ation of e ectora processinNigeria Muhammed, Yahaya
and Musa (2018) identified electoral corruptions to be compilation of fictitious names on voter’s
registers, illegal compilation of separate voters’ lists, illegal printing of voter’s cards and illegal
possessionsof ballot boxes. Othersindude stuffing of ballot boxeswith ballot papersbeforedection
dates, falsifications of election results, declaration of fal seresultsand thelikes. According tothe
study, onemajor dimension of corruption that hascrippled the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria
ispolitical corruptionwhich include the abuse of trusted power by political |eadersfor personal
gains. It hasalso been aptly captured that, corruption in this democratic di spensation has been
pervasive, open and shameless (Yusuf & Zaheruddin 2016). In like manner, Adisa(2019) also
reported that since 2007, the general elections in Ekiti State have been marred due to the
institutionalised e ection fraud in Nigeria, conducting credible, transparent, freeand fair elections
has been one of the major problems and athreat to the democratic transition in Nigeria. The
implicationsof thisact manifestinthee ectora violence, rigging and pers stencedestruction of lives
and propertiesin the country.

Another issueisthedectora ma practiceswhich can bedescribed asdl formsof illegaities
perpetrated by government, eectord officers, politica parties, organisationsor peoplewith disastrous
purposeto influencedectioninfavour of their candidates (M oses, 2016). Electord malpracticehas
been the bane of the nation’s democracy since Independence in 1960 to the return of democracy in
1999 and il continuestill today. It comesinform of € ection winningthrough manipulationinfavour
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of acandidate, rigging, monetary inducement, violence against political opponentsand thelikes. It
asoincludesintimidation of the opponents, ball ot snatching and destruction of livesand property
(Aiyede2021). Thisiscoupled with poor logisticsand late supply of electoral materidsby INECin
some cases, which often resultsin delays and createsroom for mal practices. On thejust concluded
governorship dectionin Ekiti State, the Inter-Party Advisory Council (IPAC) decriesthehighrates
of mapracticesinvolvedinthedection (Online Tribune2022). Thereport declared some outrageous
vote-buying and sundry € ectoral mal practices. It was confirmed that the € ection witnessed voter
gpathy thereby putting thelegdity of thee ectord processin question. ThelPAC Nationa Chairman,
Engr. Yabagi Yusuf Sani also decries that there was a high incidence of vote-trading between
electorates and political actorsin open connivance, including Independent National Electoral

Commission (INEC) officia sand security agentswho aided and abetted the crime. The Ekiti State
Gubernatorial election was an obvious demonstration of anew parlance and styleininducing
electorate. The zenith of it is the security operatives’ deliberate allowance of a high level of open
vote buying, which the PDP Agents accused the APC of doing “see and buy” implying that the
votershaveto show the APC operatives (agents) their ball ot paper to confirm they voted for the
party beforebeing paid (Online Tribune 2018). Theleve of votebuyingin thiseection hasbecome
asubject of public discourse generating intense debate far morethan before. Thisproblemstends
to dilutethe capacity of election to peacefully transfer political power andto legitimise political

power.

Electoral violence can a so be described asphysical or psychological strugglescalculated
toinflict discomfort onthe other party. Electora violenceisany formsof physical force applied by
anindividua sor group of peopleto disorganisetheectora process, thereby destroying thee ectord
materia sor intimidating the el ectoratesto vote against their wishes. Violence has often been used
by dubious politiciansto achievetheir aimsand objectives, particularly when they realisethat the
democratic process may not placetheminthepositionsof authority desired. According toAwofeso
& Odeyemi (2016), thegenerd eectionsin Nigeriahave continued to witness severd manifestations
of political violence since 1964, either before or after theeections. Thenatureand character of the
electionrdated violenceincludesthewhol esomerigging of €ection, manipulation of eectionresults,
assassination of political opponents, cases of irregularities, etc. Violence according to them are
prevaencein Nigerian politicsbecause political classreliesheavily on political power in order to
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accumul ate wealth fraudul ently, and since thereis no other economic basefor them, they haveto
resortstorigging of eections, nation of political opponentsand thelikesto remainin power.
Inaddition, Adisa(2019) opined that thefactorsresponsiblefor eectora violencein Nigeriaincludes
poor e ectora administration, rigging, ethnicity, religious sentiments, and the poor security system
during el ections, political intolerance, and lack of well-defined ideol ogy by the political parties,
chronic economic crisesand poverty. Adisa(2019) posit that young peoplearevulnerablewhenit
comesto theissue of violencein an election, asthey are been used asinstruments of electoral
violencebecauseof their vulnerability asunemployed, impoverished, non-literatesor school dropouts.
ThissupportsAbubakar & Mukhtar (2016) which confirmed that young peoplehave difficulty in
making decisionswhen money isinvolved in an eection, thus, the politicians capitaliseson the
poverty level and the needs of theyoung people, especialy, the Youthsto engagetheminanti-socid
behaviours, including e ectoral mal practiceand assort.

Furthermore, security isindeed indispensabl e to the conduct of free, fair and credible
elections. Itisvery crucia for creating enabling environmentsfor eectora officersto carry out their
dutiesandin ensuring that votersexercisether civic dutieswithout fear or hindranceand to ensuring
alevd playingfield for al political partiesand for other numerous stakehol dersto dischargetheir
responsibilities under the Constitution and the Electoral Act. Security isalso critical and neededin
the protection of eectora personne, for protecting domestic and foreign observersin discharging
their dutiesand obligations, inmaintaining theoverdl integrity of thedemocraticand € ectord process.
On the contrary, the processes of electionsin Nigeriahave always been marked with series of
insecurity, rangesfrom ma practices, activitiesof mercenaries, kidnapping, killing, intimidation, arson
and other crimina conducts. Thiscondition often makesit unsafefor peopleto participatein € ectora
process and at the same time scare them from exercising their franchise. Awofeso & Odeyemi
(2016) described insecurity in Nigerian elections as a serious challengeto sustain violence-free
election and dectora process, especially inthefaceof risng societa insecurity pervading the polity.
The security report on 2018 Governorship e ectionin Ekiti State pointed out theissueof inadequate
security measuresinthe stateand it clearly indicatesthereasonsfor problemsof ballot snatching,
intimidation of votersand other actions of € ectorad manipulationsthat werehigh (Adisa, 2019). The
failureto check these excesses madethe politiciansto often attack polling unitswherethey perceive
defeatsin order to ensure cancellation. Thisfinding portends greet implications on the sanctity of the
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electoral processinthestate asit makesthe el ectorate and the electoral umpirevulnerableto all
formsof atacksand intimidationfrom politiciansand politica thugs. Theactivitiesof thesemadicious
people ultimatdy frustratesthe el ection processesin the state and makesit inconclusivewhilethe
resultisperceived unfavorable.

Waysof Enhancing Positive Changesinto Electoral Processin Nigeria

Education generally isapowerful instrument for al round devel opment, and away of empowering
individua sto devel opment themsdvesand their environments. Adult education, whichisanimportant
aspect of thegeneral education hasachieved alot inthe development of individuasand the nation
a large. Theimportance of Adult education in enhancing positive changesintothe Nigeriae ectord
process cannot be over-emphasised. It has continueto acts asagentsof change, agentsof liberation
and create awarenessand sensitisation for citizens. Itisthe education for critical consciousnessand
createsadjustment inindividuas, inthat, it allowstherecipientsto takefull responsibility for hisor
her social, economic and politicaactions. The programmes of adult education includes but not
limited to adult basic literacy political education, remedia education, civic education, vocationa
education and community education. Adult education programmes educate citizenson how to bring
sanity intotheelectora processin Nigeriaand Ekiti Statein particul ar.

However, thispaper present the somestrategiesthat can enhance positive changes, credible,
freeandfair eectora processin Nigeriathrough the programmes of adult educationwhich hasplay
maor rolesin addressing theissues of illiteracy, poverty and socio-economic problemsin thenation.
Adult education invol veseducati ng the popul ace and peopl e of mature mindsincluding adultsand
theyouthstowidentheir horizonsin al matters, especialy on politica education. Moreimportantly,
adult education has been a formidable tool for promoting democracy and good governance.
UNESCO (1997) summed up thedefinitionsof adult education to mean thekey to the 21st Century,
acondition for full participationinthesociety, apowerful concept for sustainable devel opment, an
aidfor promoting democracy, justice and gender equality. Adult educationisdynamicin nature, it
enhancesthe skillsand knowledge needed by individual sto perform all tasks. In essence, engaging
adultsand youthsin adult education programmes, such asadult bas ¢ education, remedia education,
civicand political education, vocational education, women education, community education, etc.
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will enhancetheir understanding on true democracy and hel p them to participate actively inthe
political processof thecountry.

Another strategy isorganising literacy education programmesfor the disadvantaged groups.
TheNationd Policy on Education (NPE 2014) clearly stated therolesof adult education, particularly
concerning thedisadvantaged groupsin thesociety. Section 4 of the Policy stated that adult educetion
would: “Provide Functional Basic Education for adults and youths who have never had the opportunity
of formal education, or who left the school early. Thetarget groupsinclude; themigrants, amgiris,
the non-literates and semi-illiterates’ adults and youths, adolescents and other categories of
disadvantaged groups”. These sets of people should be given access to adult education programmes
and other well-meaning Nigerians, who, asaresult of illiteracy, poverty and unemployment status,
could beeasily bought or bribed to rig el ectionsand commit other electoral crimesinNigeria. Itis
observed by the researcher that the elitesand the highly placed individual sin the society, do not
awaysparticipatein voting, probably because of the notion that the conducts of theyoungilliterates
peoplewho behavesastouts. Moreover, someof theless privileged people, such asthe handicaps,
women in purdahs, the migrants etc, may not understand the process of election becausethey have
not being in thefour wallsof the classrooms. The programmes of adult educationincluding, adult
basicliteracy political education, remedial education, civic education, vocational education and
community education will helpto changetheir orientation and thinking, and at the sametimeredirect
them towards supporting freeand fair electoral processesin the country. And if these setsof people
have basi c knowledge of education, they will not becomee ectora thugsor politician tools, and sell
their votesand their consciencefor the manipul ation of € ectionsin the country.

Moreover, cresting awareness and disseminating information about politica enlightenments
inthe country isanother strategy. Thisisdoneto provide adequate education for the citizens about
el ectionsand other matters. Echezu, Amadike & Eleberi (2020) confirmed that thereisastrong link
between adult |earning and democracy, stating that adult education createsaforum for togetherness
and helpsto share political ideasfor active participationin al aspect of the governance. Thus, the
programmesof adult education, such ascivicand palitical education and community education will
help to create awareness and sensiti se the people on the need to get involved in el ectora process
and civic governancein the country. The advocacy processand strategies on €l ectionscarried out
through community sensitisations established that 64% of Nigeria’s population inhabits rural

37



UNILORIN JOURNAL OF LIFELONG EDUCATION 6(1) 2022 COMFORT WURAOLAADEYEMO

communities(Ifeanacho, Ochim, Udegbunam & Chukwuji 2020). Organising community meetings
which is the primary function of adult education has help to raise people’s consciousness, make
them aware of their fundamental rightsand problems, to the extent of motivating them to take
actionson how to tacklethem. Through community forum, citizenswould understand that oneway
through which theleaders can beheld responsiblefor their actionsisthrough el ection and that with
adequate education, they havethe power toinstall or removeleaderswho fail to meet their needs
and aspirations.

Not these alone, organising regular training and workshops for voters on the need to
understand the guidelinesand principles of electoral activities has been part of adult education
programmes. Thisisdone by educating the citizenson how to go about voting and encouraging their
involvement and participation. Thisisimportant becausethenon-literatesand even, someenlightened
personditiesdo not know therulesand regulations guiding INEC conductsof elections. Andit was
discovered that INEC asabody do not redlly have enough timeto educate the popul ace or that the
education givento people ontheissueof votingiscoming rather late (Awofeso & Odeyemi 2016).
This situation was decried by IPAC on the effort of educating the people of Ekiti ahead of the
Governorship election of Saturday 18", June 2022 that despite the efforts of the group and the
numerous stakehol ders'vol unteers on massive voter education, the e ectionwasstill characterized
by brazen and outrageous vote-buying, sundry electoral malpracticesand voter apathy thereby
putting inquestionthelegdity of the process (Online Tribune2022). Thereasonfor thiswasprobably,
the education camerather too late and was not carried out by experts. Thus, to put an endto this
issueof eectord ma practices, adult educati on stakehol ders and expertsmust take theresponsibility
of providing adequate voting guides and voter’s education for the citizens to know how to go about
the processof € ection to discourage e ection mal practicesand other vices. They must a so engage
in regular sensitizations to encourage the popul ace to elect good representatives, collect their
permanent voter’ card (PVC) and cast their vote wisely. The importance of voter’s education as
described by Ucho & Osundina(2019) includesaiming at creating aclimate of knowledgeable
participation by all potential votersinan election. It aso seeksto enable potentia votersto cast
their vote with confidence and achieve stipul ated objective. Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) should be adequately employed in thetraining of respectivevotersin Nigeria.
Conducting dectionusing ICT will definitely control e ection rigging and other formsof mapractices.
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Engaging stakehol dersin peace and conflict management educationisyet another strategy.
Conflictshad been, and will continueto exist inthe contemporary Nigeria, particularly ontheissues
relating to politicsand el ectoral processes, resulting in demonstrations, destructionsof livesand
property, killing, arson and most of thetimesleading to religion and inter-triba wars. Toforestall
these, adult education programmes are made avail ablefor the stakehol ders, the Government, INEC,
Party members, Community |eaders and the general public to establish synergy onthe need to
embrace peaceand unity asthe basisfor promoting democracy and good governancein the nation.
Adult education dso engagesthe governments, INEC and other politica partiesonhow to safeguard
and strengthen the el ection processes. The program help to work on therelevant stakehol dersto
engageinthetransparency, collation and transmission of election results, verification of voters,
voting and counting of votesin order to curb theissue of eectord mal practicesand violence. Thus,
politica education, peaceand conflict management education provided by adult education will help
guidethenecessary stakehol dersagai ngt € ection mal practice, violence and post-€l ection utterances
that are capableof inciting genocide.

Conclusion

Governmentsat all level s should establish adult education programmesin townsand villagesto
providebasic education for citizens on the conduct of successful electionsin Nigeria. Also, there
should be adequate sensitisation of people on electoral process, civic and political education,
particul arly, the non-literates, adult population, the disadvantaged groups and youthswho are
susceptibleto e ectoral ma practices. Lastly, government and stakehol dersshoul d provide adequate
security to safeguard electionsin Nigeriato avoid violence, el ection mal practicesand other vices.
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