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Abstract

‘Security issues’ in rural communities in Nigeria is diverse and complex, ranging from raping,
kidnapping, ritual killings, and suicide bombing to other forms of criminal activities with
alarming dimensions and consequences. The purpose of this paper is to explore the use of
security education programme in the reduction of crime in rural communities in Nigeria.
Security education programme for rural community members is a means of educating,
informing, reawakening, and re-orienting community members on security mattersin their
various communities, why they must be security conscious, what they need to do when there
are security breaches how to communicate with the formal policing structure when thereisa
break of law and order inthe community among others. Based on the study, a security education
programme must be introduced to rural community members as it projects to help in the
reduction of crimes in rural communities. It was recommended that a security education
programme should be introduced to rural community members in promoting peace and
reduction of crimesin rural communitiesal so, thereisa need to train community membersin

security education programme for effective security in their various communities by security
experts.
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Introduction

Nigeriaacountry with over 213 million population with aprojected GDP expected to reach 440.00
USD bhilliondollarsby theend of 2023 hasbeen battling with theissue of insecurity for morethan

two decades. Theissue of insecurity in Nigeriacan betraced back to thecivil war which started in
1967 and ended in 1970. Many Nigerianslost their lives, propertiesand vauablesto thisavoidable
incident. After thecivil war, much of theammunitionin circulation where not retrieved and this

further spikeanincreaseintheleve of crimind activitiesinthe country. Inthetimepast, Nigeriawas
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regarded as a land flowing with milk and honey but what we have in today’s Nigeria is a land

flowingwith theblood of innocent citizens.

In the year 2000 a sect of Islamic groups called ‘Boko Haram’ sprung up in the Northern
Eastern part of Nigeriawith an agitation which negates Western education and they, therefore,
tagged Western education as been evil. Thesect hasinvaded many communities, villages, farms,
churches, mosques, government offices, hospital s, and schoolsamong othersleaving citizenswith
pain, agony injury and lotsmore. The Boko Haram sect hasa so beeninvolvedinkillings, suicide
bombing, kidnapping, and rgping of women and young girlsinrurd communitiesin Nigeria According
to Garba (2018), the activities of Boko Haram in Nigeriaespecially in the North East happento be

oneof thegreatest nightmaresin the history that happensto Nigeriaasacountry.

Many efforts have been made by the previous and present governmentsin seeing to bring
downthissect butitisasif they are been empowered on adaily basisasthey continueto launch
more deadly attacks on peopl e, farmlands, homesand rura communities. Zainab (2017) reported
that Nigeriahowever, had lost over 200 billion dollarswithin the space of 20 yearsasaresult of the
activitiesof thissect which hasrendered so many businessactivitiesgrounded intheNorth Eastern
part of the country. Apart from the deadly Boko Haram group, there are other notorious groups
scattered all over other parts of the country which include Bandits, herdsmen, kidnappers, armed
robbers, and ritualistsamong others (Zainab, 2017).

Rural communitiesin Nigeriaareknown for their peaceful coexistenceintimepast, where
amgority of thecommunity membersarefarmers. Thishowever, for many years had contributed
much to theeconomic devel opment of the country. Membersof many rurd communitiesin Nigeria
can nolonger deepwiththeir two eyesclosed based on thefact that thelevel of insecurity inther
community isnothing to writehomeabout. Many casesof insecurity arereportedinrurd communities

al over thecountry, leaving rura dwellersin astate of fear (Obiezu, 2023). Dueto many occurrences
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inrura communities, rural farmersliveinfear of going to farms, womeninfear of goingto the
streams, and children in fear of going to schools. According to an eyewitness report in Owan
community in OviaNorth East local government areaof Edo state on August 29" 2019, Ten (10)
peasant farmerswhichinclude men, women and children were slaughtered in aday by unknown
gunmen that invaded the community farmswith their cowsand guns. Thisincident leaveastate of
fear in themembers of the community as many of thefarmerswho managed to escapetheevil
attack vowed on rel ocating and stopping farming activities. Many farmerswho remain in the
community decided to stay away fromtheir farmsfor along period. Omolayo (2019), reported that
community membersare aware of the state of insecurity in the country but do not have formal
training on what to do to prevent issues of criminality intheir communities. Hencetheneed for a
security education programme. A security education programmeistherefore, the processwhereby
community membersare exposed to the knowledge, val ues, skillsand experiencesincludedinthe
conceptsof security of their community which are necessary for citizensto achieve comprehensive

national security.
Conceptualizing Security, Security Education and Security Education Programme
Security

Security is derived from the Latin word Securus, which means “to be safe,” “to be devoid of anxiety
or fear,” “to be emotionally secure,” and *“to provide grounds for confidence.” It is described as the
transmission or sensation of safety frominjury or danger. Defending, protecting, and upholding
essential values, aswell asthelack of threatsto acquired values (David, 2006). According to Yusuf
and Babatunde (2009), security isthe condition which enhancesthe ability of the government, its
agenciesand itscitizensto function without hindrances. Security isthe degreeof protectionto
safeguard anation, theunion of nations, personsor personsagainst danger, damage, lossand crime
(Udin 2014). It isthe guaranteethat peopl e enjoy under anation or statein termsof comfortability
and operation without fear or threat (Salau, 2012).

Security isdefined asagtateof society of tranquility and it hastwo components. emationa
security which is the individual and the community’s feeling of the need for security, and procedural

security whichistheregulatory effortsto achieve or restoresecurity (Carter, 2002). So, security is
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the sense of reassurancethat isfelt by theindividua, whether because of the absence of threatsto
hisor her existence, or asaresult of having the meansto confront such threatsasthey arise (Henry,
Merten, Plunkett, & Sands, 2018). Studi es, such as Cheung (2018) and Al-Qudah (2013), confirm
that theindividual who fedssafefedlshappy in hisor her work, and then producesand liveshisor
her natural life. So the concept of security hasanimportant statusfor humansasthey needtolivein
peace and befreefrom threats, stressand anxiety, and to fedl loved among others. Other forms of
security include human security, food security, politica security, economic security and environmentd

Security.

According to The United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP, 2022) report,
new threats to Human Security in the Anthropocene, shows that people’s sense of safety and
security isat alow indmost every country, including therichest countries, despite years of upwards
devel opment success. Thosebenefiting from someof the highest levelsof good health, wedlth, and
education outcomes arereporting even greater anxiety than 10 years ago. Chukuma (2021) reported
that the states of chronic dangerslike starvation, sickness, and repression can beincludedin the
definition of human security. Human Security istheability to avoid harmful disturbancesto the
routines of daily life in one’s home, workplace, or community. Wehmeier and Ashby (2019), describe
human security asthe means of safeguarding against potentia futureharm or astheactiontakento
defend anation, or aperson from dangers. In essence, human security must be connected to the

presence of peace, safety, happiness, and the absence of crisesand other risksto human safety.

Food security on the other hand isasituation that existswhen all people, at al times,
have physical, social and economic accessto sufficient, safe and nutritiousfood that meetstheir
dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life (FAO, 2021). Wen & Elliot
(2018), identified somedimens ons of food security whichinclude: Availability of food produced
locally and imported from abroad, accessbility whichrefersto if thefood can reach the consumer
(transportation infrastructure) and thelatter hasenough money for purchase. To such physica and
economic accessibility isadded socio-cultura accessto ensurethat thefood is culturaly acceptable

and that social protection netsexist to help thelessfortunate and utilization which refersto how
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individua sareableto eat adequate amountsboth in quantity and quality to liveahedthy and full life
toredizehisor her potential. Food and water must be safeand clean, and thus adequate water and

sanitation aredsoinvolved at thislevd.

Political security refers to safeguarding society’s safety against illegitimate internal dangers as
well aspressuresor threatsfrom the outsideworld. National, homeland, and law enforcement are
all involved while economic security deals with protecting the economy’s ability to feed the populace
issmply oneaspect of economic security; another isthe degree of freedom enjoyed by the populace
and the government in making financial and economic decisions. The capacity to defend a country’s
wealth and economic independence from external threatsand coercionisalso amust. Thus, it
includesmonetary policy, afew law enforcement organizations, aswell asglobd trade, finance, and
commerceagreements. It hasrecently been interpreted by somein the perspective of human security
toentall reducingincomeinequality and poverty.

Security education, whichisyet to gain awider definition from various scholarson the other
hand, hasbeen anewly introduced el ement of religiousand national values subject. In 2011, the
Presidential Summit on Education presented an opportunity to integrate security education. One of
theresultswas the 2013 6th Edition of the National Policy on Education, which reorganized the
curricula for basic and post-basic education. However, it may be used interchangeably with “security
awareness” or security consciousness”. In a simple form, security education may be seen as everything
and anything onelearns about security. It isatype of education designed to promotethelevel of
security consciousnessamong thecitizenry of aparticular country for that to beableto protect their
immediate environment, nation and theworld at large. Security education teaches more about how
to protect onesalf, immediate environment, the nation and theworld at large (Okunola, 2010). It
enrichestheknowledge against any form of threatening actionsto livesand propertiesbeit at home,
school, place of work, community or the country. The conceptsof security education have reached
an advanced stagein various countries. The aim of security educationisto acquire and develop
knowledge and skillson counteracting variousthreastsaswell asto create appropriate attitudes and

values. It preparesindividualsand societiesfor living and working in contemporary environment
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(Pieczywok, 2012). Teaching on security and safety may apply to different stages of education led
inpublic, or privateingtitutions. For instance, in Poland, security education isaseparate subject at
secondary schoolsand universities. Other educationa systemsusually assume cross-curricul ar
teaching to convey the security and safety i ssues. Regardlessthe systems, in order to acquire or
devel op specific competencies (understood asknowl edge, skills, and attitude together with persond
qualities) inthisfield, educators strive to use more advanced tool sto achievedidactic goa s (Xu,
Madison, Flinn, & Kwok, 2014). The use of new and emerging technol ogies seemsto beareal
chdlengein security education. Itisvital to mention that the concept of new technologiesisidentified
with information and communication technologies (ICTs) which are claimed to open up new
possibilitiesfor didacticsand promisean added valuein termsof efficacy and qual ity enhancement
(Trentin, 2010). This particular type of education is defined as “the teaching and learning of the
security concepts and experiences necessary to achieve national security” (AlSakran, 2018). Itis
also defined as a set of methods, activities, experiences and preventive measures that lead to
protectionfromfalingintoacrimeof al kinds(Al-Basheer, 2015). A further definitionisthat itisthe
strengthening of national bel onging and national identity and establishing the principleof socid
responsibility and the ability to test, compare, and contrast ideas (Al-Ayed, 2009).

Digeser (2016) described security as a ‘neglected concept’. Literature shows that there
arefour perspectivesof security: Themilitary or nationa security perspective, the cooperative or
inter-nationa security perspective, theworl dwide security perspective, and thusthegreat or human
security perspective. During the conflict years, theterm security was defined from the military
perspectivewhereit had been seen because of the method and act of effective protection of lives
and property during arustic. In other words, security was seen from the attitude of national security
and wasdefined as aprotective condition which statesmen either plan to acquire or preserve, soon
protecting the numerouscomponentsof their politiesfrom either externd or internd threats(Baldwin,
2017). The United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP, 2016) defined national security as
the security of territory from external aggresson, protection of nationa interestsin policy, or global

security from thethreat of nuclear holocaust. This has been mentioned because of the classical
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formul ation which seessecurity ashow statesuseforceto managethreetsto their territoria integrity,
their autonomy, and their domestic political order, primarily from other states. Hence, Baldwin’s
(2017) notion that security studies during now were composed mostly of scholarsinterestedin
military statecraft. With the highest of the conflict, the concept of security came under increasing
scrutiny from scholarsand practitionersalike. There has, therefore, bean extension of thismilitary
notion of security to include other notions of security. Nolan (2009) introduced the notion of
cooperative security which emphasi zes the interdependence of a cluster of nations to protect
themsavesfrom thethreat from either anation or agroup of nations. Bajpai (2020) faulted these
notions as being restricted to the protection and welfare of thestate. In hisopinion, what iscentra
or should be central isthe protection and welfare of theindividual citizen or person. Tohim, a
conception of security that is centred especially on the sanctity of theindividual could becalled

human security.

Unlikesecurity, the conceptuali zati on of educati on hasreceived consderableattentionwithin
thescholarly literature. According toAdaramoye (2018), education isthemixture of dl the processes
employedinwhich anindividual devel opstheability, skill, and other kinds of behaviour that are
useful withinthe society helives. Daveand Rgput (2016) defined education asaprocess of human
enlightenment and empowerment for the achievement of amuch better and better quality of life. To
Aigbomianandlyamu (2001), it isthemethod through which anindividud istaught whet isdesirable
within society. Obanya (2004) defined education astheinter-generationa transmission of cultural
heritage. Therefore, security education can be viewed asthe process by which society generates

and transmitstheknowledge required for itssustenanceand survival.

Hence, the aim of security education is the formation of citizens’ consciences for the benefit
of soci ety through the preparation of an aware and educated generation of security immunity (Al-
Sultan, 2009). It seeksto consolidatethe prevailing community valuesthat call for the protection of
young people (Al-Maliki, 2006), so theimportance of security education liesinthe protection of

individualsand communitiesto fight against crimesand accidents and fortify community members
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from deviant ideaswhich affect thedifferent socid, psychol ogical, economicand cultural aspects
(Al-Shahri, 2010).

Security Education Programmeand theNeed for Security Educationin Rural Communities

Several interna conflictsareleading toinsecurity in so many partsof Nigeria. Thereisno region
exempted from insecurity asof today. Thevarious conflicts/issues of insecurity inthe nationinclude
theNiger Deltastrugglefor resource control, the Jos crisis, numerousinter and intra-communal
crises, youth restiveness, variouspolitica crises, farmers-Fulani herdsmen criseswhich arebecoming
more rampant in our communitiestoday, Boko Haram insurgency which tendsto bethe greatest
security challenge someyears back has been overtaken by unnamed group regarded as Bandits
and they are causing great havoc on daily basisto both lives and propertiesin the country. The
security situationismade worse by armed banditry, different dimensionsof violence, terrorism,

hostage-taking, cultism, and thelike.

According to lyamu and Edozie (2015), the effect of insecurity on the national economy
hasbeen grave asliveshavebeen lost, public utilitiesare destroyed, serious economiclossesby
individuals, corporate organi zations, and government; declinein the spate of foreigninvestments,
destruction of property, shutting down or rel ocation of businesses, human capitd flight, and partsof
the country. lyamu and Edozie (2015) further opined that in severad countries, youths play aprominent
roleor areused to perpetrate crises. Often, withlittleor noinformation, they aremidedintotriggering,
escd ating, and sustaining these crises. Citizens of many countriesarea soill-prepared to manage
security situations. Itisin thislight that the United Nations dedi cated 2001 to 2010 asthe decade
for the promotion of peace and nonviolencefor children and young adults of theworld. AsBenavot
(2002) noted, education has becomeauniversal cure-all, an eixir that, if taken inregular doses
according to standardized prescriptions, ishoped to solveamultitude of national woesand societal
chdlenges. For internationa educationd organi zations, nationa ministriesof education, policy andysts,
and educational experts, schooling hascometo be seen asthe preferred solution for ahost of social

problems. Theinnovation of security education isaveritable strategy to prepareindividualsand

22



UNILORIN JOURNAL OF LIFELONG EDUCATION 7(1) 2023 ABILOYE, ISIBOR AND AKPOKONYAN

communitiesto managethemsa vesand their immediate environment in times of insecurity and to

identify threatsto security.

Edozie (2014), seesasecurity education programme asacooperative, dynamic, and lifelong
processthrough which society generatesknowledge, vaues, and skillsfor itssurvival, sustenance,
enlightenment, and empowerment against all kinds of danger and threatsto itswell-being and
coexistence. ToAdegoke (2018), security educationisan aspect of an adult education programme
that can either be aformal or informal way of impacting aertnessto individuals, or groups of
persons to see futuristic threats that could come their way and ways to come against them. A
security educati on programmeistherefore an organi zed method of exposing citizens/learnerstothe
knowledge, vaues, skills, technical know-how, and experiencesincluded within the concepts of
security that are necessary for individua sor citizensto beabreast of. Therearetwo mgor keywords
within the conceptualization of the Security Education programme and these are security and
education. Clarifications of thesewordsarevery important for an easy understanding of the concept
of the security education programme. CISCO Security Center (2013) defined asecurity education
programme as essentia ly an ins de marketing campai gn to spice up awareness about security risks
and promote corresponding good practi ces across the organization. Following different episodes
of shootingin schoolswithintheUSand partsof Europe, asecurity avarenesstraining programme
wasemphasized in schoolsand in variousrural communitiesrather than atransparent curriculum,
especidly intheschool. Within the United States of America, Homel and Security has been mounted
asaprogrammein someuniversitiesat the undergraduate and postgraduatelevels. Asidefrom the
formal establishment, itscontent could even belearned persondly, or given by different institutions
of soci ety and thusthe neighbourhood.

Aborisade (2018), study theroleof massmediain community policingin Ondo statereported
that programmes geared towards security awareness (security education) on theradio have hel ped
to avert so many crimind activitiesinrural communitiesand al so, strengthen theinvolvement of
community membersin community policing. Healso found that programmes based on security

mattersaired on radio had promote community peace, by engaging in conflict resolution withinand
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outs dethe community. According to thefindingsof Abiloye (2023), security education programme
improved citizens attitudes’ and participation in community policing in areas of paying of security
bills, knowing of their next neighbor, watching their neighbors back and reporting of crimesor any
act of criminal activitiesto the appropriate quarters. Also Mustapha (2016), who examined the
effect security education and community members participation in communitiesravaged by the
Boko Haram Insurgency group in north eastern part of Nigeria. Theresearcher submitted that,
security education programme hasindeed exposed community membersto know what todoin
other to keep themsalves and community savewhichinclude, right attitude towardsthe policeforce
and themilitary, reporting al suspected criminalsto the authority concern as at when due, having
neighbours numbersand also haveacall card especialy at night, constituting of vigilante groups,

paying of security billstimely, having regularly security meetingsin thecommunitiesamong others.

Itiscrystal clear that theissue of security can no longer beleft in the hands of the
government but rather everyone’s business. Security is a fundamental need for individuals,
communities, businessesand governments. Security of lifeand freedom from harm of al kindsare
fundamentd rightsof al. Rural community members deserveto understand what potentialy could
lead to crime, violence and breakdown of law and order aswell ashuman rightsabusesin their
community. Community membersshoul d betaught how to avoid unlawful and/or abusivebehaviours,
and to seek nonvi olent measuresto resol ve problemsin thelr community. Some community members
do not know what congtitute security threatsand opportunity for victimization or criminaization that
need to beeliminated. Rurd communitiesin Nigeriaare presently exposed to attacksfrom different
sectsof crimina activities and therefore need to have the technical know-how on how to combat
thereoccurrence of crimein their communitiestactically. They deserve basi ¢ security educationto
equip them for participation in their security both at home, marketplace, religioushouses, farms,
and schoolsamong others. If acommunity security education programmeisorganized for rura
dwellers, it would makeawholelot of differencetowhat we have presently intheleve of insecurity
inrural communities. They would know what security isall about; why they should beawareof their

surroundings, know their neighbours, visitors, and tenants and what they say or do that could lead
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to asecurity breach and how to report same and to whom; and adhere to simple security rulesand
regulations; what crime prevention and loss prevention are; typesof adversariesand riskg/threats;
neighborhood watch, target hardening and basi ¢ prevention measures necessary to contain them
would a so beknown and socid decay would be solved. Doing thiswill thereforeimbibethe culture
of being proactivein themindsof rural community membersand thiswill help inthe reduction of

crimes.
Conclusion

Insecurity inNigeriaespecially inrura communitiesisof great concern. Effortshave been madeby
different tiersof government to seethat thereisareductionintherateof crimein variouscommunities.
Security education hasbeen seen asaveritabletool usedin different partsof theworld in exposing
community membersto theissue of insecurity in their variouscommunities. In Nigeria, Security
education which seemsto beanew areain education isof highimportanceasit isnow atool in
helping rural community membersto know more about theissue of security and how to go about
reducing crimesin their communities. Based on the highlighted importance and usefulness of a

security education programme, thefollowing recommendationswere made:

Firgtly, thereare needsfor more security education programmeon massmediasuch as
the radio and the television programmes in other to promote peace and reduce crimein rural

communities.

Secondly, thereisaneed for continuoustrai ning of community memberswith asecurity
education programmefor effective security intheir variouscommunitiesby security expertsand this

could bedonethrough landlord meetings, market women associ ation, religiousbodies and youths.

Ladtly, thegovernment, security experts, Non-governmenta organizationsshould givemoreattention
torura communitieswheretherearemorereported casesof insecurity by organizing security trainings

for religious|eaders, community |eaders, youth |leaders, market women among others.
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