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Abstract

The nature and quality as well as rapidity of human devel opment are dependent on the type
of education offered in any nation. Literacy education empowers individual, improves
livelihood and assistsin reducing the problem of unemployment in the society. Theindividual
will be properly transformed through acquisition of literacy skills and will lead to national
transformation in business, commerce, industry, office and the work force. This paper
therefore examined the synergy between literacy education and national transformation.
Literacy education was discussed. The challenges of literacy education, national
transformation, literacy education and national transformation and limitations of literacy
education in transforming Nigeria were also highlighted. The paper recommends that all
stakeholdersin educationin Nigeria should encourageliteracy education through promoting
primary enrolment of all childrenin school irrespective of theincome profile of the parentsto
achieve national transformation.

Keywords Literacy, Education, Literacy Education, Nationa Transformation, Literacy and Nationd
Trandformation.

Introduction
Literacy education ismorethan understanding of the vocabul ary of awritten message. Thereader

must be able to understand the purpose of the message and appreciates the context that was
conceived in; onthe ground that literacy without critical understanding of the messageisnothing
morethan noisein our ear. Theimportance and enormous benefits of literacy education both to
individua empowerment and national devel opment cannot be over-emphasi zed (UNESCO, 2020).
[literacy remainsamajor problem, with estimate 76 million adultswho cannot read or write. In
additiontothis, about 8.6 million Nigerian primary-age children are out-of-school (Opiah, 2022).
Theresulting effect of highilliteracy ratesin Nigeriahasresultedin rising unemployment, inequality,
crimes, corruption, extreme poverty and hunger, reducing child and materna mortaity, and combating
diseases such ashuman immunodeficiency virus/acquireimmunedeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS)
and malaria. It hastherefore posed great challengesto the existence of theindividuasin particular
andthenationingenerd.
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A closer look at the geographical distribution, government, economy and value placed on
education reveal ed that they are dl responsiblefor thehighilliteracy ratein Nigeria. For instance
illiteracy isgreater inrural areathanin urban areasduetothefact that: Theeducational facilitiesare
inadequateintherural areas; thereexist limited accessto education for rural young people; and
surviva demandswhich makefamilieskeep their children out of school (Ogbonnaya, 2020). Other
problems include — inadequacy of government involvement; lack of funds and the low priority
accorded to adult literacy programmesby federd and state governmentsisahugefactor (Oyekunle,
2018 and Bassey, 2021). Themost unfortunatethingin Nigeriaisthat policiesareformulated, but
never executed. Nigerian government hasyet to support policy actionsthat will place adult literacy
educationin highpriority infund allocation.

Improving literacy education skills is cornerstone for improving individuals’ capabilities and
resilience, and achieving economic growth, socia development and environment protection. Itis
thebasisfor lifelong learning and playsacrucia foundationa rolein the creation of sustainable,
prosperous and peaceful societies. Literacy education istherefore abridgefrom misery and hope.
Transformation impliescompl ete changefrom one situationto another. A total departurefromthe
old order to anew one, it does not come accidental ly, but through adeliberate effort of application
of skillsacquired (Idam, Ntui & Odwyer, 2015). Nationa transformation to Edeh & Ajisafe (2015)
impliesfundamental changein the building block of anation; changein the social, economic,
infrastructureand palitical landscape of anation. They went further to Statethat national transformetion
is a change or transformation into a better state. It is a process concerned with people’s capacity in
adefined areaover adefined period to manage an induced positive change: Intermsof ability to
predict, plan, understand and monitor change aswell asto reduce or diminate unwarranted change.
Nationa transformationisthereforethe collectiveeffort to aparticular nation putinplaceto attaina
gradua growth or advancement.

Although Nigeriahas made considerable progresstowards Education for All, one of the
strategies set up by the Nigerian government to eradicateilliteracy, ignorance and poverty, arethe
Universa Basic Education (UBE) programme. Towardstheactudization of theobjective, theBasic
EducationAct (2004) statesasfollows: Universal Bas ¢ Education (UBE) meansEarly Childhood
Careand Education, the nineyears of formal schooling, adult literacy and non-formal education,
skill acquisition programmeand the education of specia groups such asnomadsand migrantsgirls
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child and women, Almagjiris, street children and disable group (FRN, 2004). Asstated inthe act,
UBE being universal isbound to carry every citizen along without exception. Itisaso expected to
befree, i.e. without any payment and al so compul sory, so asto achieve wider access and create
equal opportunitiesamong the peoplefor the programmeto achieveits purpose, it was adapted to
thenineyear programme of the basicformal education whichisaso synonymousto the programme
of thenon-formal education that literacy education happensto be one of itsform (Obiozor, 2011
and UE, 2013).

Literacy education should be seen as continuous and not asporadic process. Itistimethe
Nigerian government takesthelead and becometruly committed towards eradicating illiteracy
(Obidiegwu, 2012). Corroborating with thisview, Archer (2007) noted that literacy education
should be seen asacontinuous processthat requires sustained | earning and application. Thereisno
magiclineto crossfromilliteracy to literacy. All policies and programmes should bedefined to
encourage sustai ned participation and cel ebrate progress achievement rather than focusing on one
of provisonwithasingleend point. Thisiswhy Obiozor & Obidiegwu (2014) advocated for more
government commitment to literacy education on thefederal, state and local government and
communitieslevels. The collaboration, partnership networking and experience sharing among the
stakeholderstowards literacy education are very necessary in order to accelerate reductionin
illiteracy ratesin Nigeria. Literacy education iscapable and hastheability if givenrightful place, in
providingindividua swith the necessary application of knowledge, skillsand attitudesneeded in
solving the problem of unemployment, inequality, crimes, corruption and so oninthe country thereby
lead to thetransformation of individua and the nation. It increases productivity, incomesat work
and facilitates everybody’s participation in economic and social life. It implies that literacy education
helptotransformindividual s by providing them with the skillsand knowledgeto raisetheir output
and generateincome.

Thereasonsfor thefailure of the nation in the areaof literacy education were absence of
long-term perspective, lack of continuity, cond stency, commitment totheexisting policiesand aosence
of long-term programmes. Therefore, within the context of this paper, attempt will be madeto
addressaholistictransformation of the Nigerian statethrough literacy education asdiscussed inthe
following sub- headings: literacy education, challenges of literacy education, nationa transformation

and limitationsof literacy education intransforming Nigeria
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Literacy Education

Thereisno gainsaying thefact that educationisthebedrock in which anation can devel op. Literacy
education beingintegrd part of the general education and isdesigned a soto contributeimmensely
to the devel opment of the nation. Accordingto Nyerere(1974) literacy isatool, and described it
asameansby which we canlearnmoreeasily. To him, literacy enablesusto read theinstructions
that camewith abag of fertilizer, it enables usto read about new methods so that we do not haveto
rely on afacilitator being near; it enablesusto study our party policy until wereally understandit.
Andif we have not yet had the opportunity of learning to read and writewe can till learn and we
should still learn; if wedo not want to beleft behind as othersare making progress.

Literacy education develops skills, knowledge and abilitiesneeded in order to enablean
individua functionwell inthesociety. It aids nationa transformation and growth; the nation and her
citizen would not function successfully without aliterate background. Thecitizen must possessthe
ability to read, write and cal cul ate and socialize among each other to be ableto plan, execute,
monitor and attain successin government programmesand projectsfor thesurviva of the country.
All theadminigtrators, technocrat, policy makersand other stakehol dersin every nation haveliterate
background which enablesthem to function and contribute to thebuilding of agreat nation. This
underscorethe essence or significance of literacy for devel opment in every nation, hence, thereis
nation transformation and growth (Osuola, 2004 and Obiozor & Obidiegwu, 2014).

Literacy educationisnot to award certificate a one, but dsototrainthemto acquireskillsto
enablethem functionintheir place of employment or vocation, satisfy thedemand of their vocation,
contribute to the economic growth of the society and improve the value of life. It isaform of
education that aimsat providing knowledge, devel oping skillsand incul cating attitudesthat are
necessary to enter into and progressin an occupation. It isthe key to manpower devel opment. It
enhances socia-cultural reconstruction by hel ping recipientsto acquire self-reliance, dedication,
responsibility, rationality, and loyalty, a sense of co-existence, co-operation, fair-play and
understanding.

Tobeliterateisto be ableto communicate with other personsthrough reading, writing and
simple arithmetic. An acceptableliteracy isathorny issuethat cannot be easily established for
everybody becausevarious people of various ageshavedifferent usesfor it. According to Ojokheta
and Eden (2021),
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‘without the ability to read or write, many illiterate people become trapped in a
cycle of poverty with limited opportunities for employment or income generation. The
problem of illiteracy can be classified into two: basicilliteracy (those who are unable to
read and write simple words) and functional illiteracy (those who may be ableto read and
write simple words, but cannot apply these skills to tasks’ p.3.

Poor quality educationisleaving alegacy of illiteracy morewidespread than previously
believed and can betraced to: Population growth, ineffectiveliteracy campaignsunder investment
inadult literacy programmes and i nappropriate language offerings have contributed to thistepid
progress. In addition, many communitiesand workplacesdo littleto encourageliteracy and motivate
learnersto develop and sustain their literacy skills. Morethan 115 million 6-12yearsold arenot in
school in the developing world; three —fifths of them are girls; more than 150 million children in the
devel oping world start school but do not compl etefour years; in sub-SaharaAfrican only onein
threewho attend school compl ete aprimary education; the situation is particularly poor in sub-
SaharaAfrica, North Africa, and the middle East, were proportionate more children are out-of -
school thanin other region (World Bank, 2003).

Many benefitsabound if Nigerian youthsand adultsparticipated inliteracy education. Among

thebenefitsare:

I. Literacy education empowers people. Adult especially, women, who takepartin literacy
education programmes, have better knowledge of heath and family planning.

ii. Literateparentsaremorelikely to sendtheir childrento school and help themwith their
studies: A child born to amother who can read is50 percent morelikely to survive past the
ageof fiveand assi st inreducing out-of-school children.

iii. Literacy education societieson palitica leve. Literate peoplearefoundto bemorecriticaly
engaged: Whether inlabour unions, community activitiesor politics.

iv. Dragticreduceof highrateof poverty and unemployment prevaenceinthecountry. Literacy
education can hel p substantialy to reduce poverty through enhancing employment prospects
and giving better chancesof acquiring thetool sfor sl f-employment through theskill sacquired
from literacy education programmes needed to run their own lives. It has empowerment
roleintimesof crisis, providing astable community, achancefor re-orientation, asafe

placeand socia recognition.

V. Reduction of societd socio-economic problems (violence, stedling, crime, prodtitution, street
roaming among others) caused by idleness among theyouthsand adults.
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It hel pstheyouthsto makeinformed decisionswhenthey aretill young and later whenthey
areadults, consequently making them responsiblecitizens.

Literacy educationiscrucid for economic devel opment and fighting poverty: Literacy has
been found to have apositive effect on GDP per capital. If al childreninlow-income
countries could read, it is estimated that poverty could drop by 12 percent (European
Association for the Education of Adults (EAEA), 2015).

Political benefit: theempowering potentia of literacy can trandateinto participation and
contributeto thequality of public policiesand democracy. Literate person areto some
extent morelikely to vote and voice moretol erant attitude and democratic val ues.
Pogt-conflict Situations: Literacy programmes can haveanimpact on peaceand reconciliation
in post-conflict contexts. Mobilizing people’s capacity for resilience by having them write
down their experiencesand sharethem with others hel psthose affected by conflict to come
to termswiththeir problem and moveforwardin their undertakings.

Moreproductive: Adult learning canimproveemployability andincome. It hasanimportant
roleinmaintaining, re-skills of thosewiththe greatest need for support (EAEA, 2015).
Parents’ educational support: Educational attainment in one generation has positive effect in
the next generation. Parental education influence the children’s performance in education,
becausethey providetheir children with educationa support.

In essence, improved literacy educeti on can contribute to economic growth; reduce poverty;

reducecrime; promote democracy; increasecivic engagement; prevent HIV/AIDSand other diseases

through information provision; enhance cultura diversity through literacy programmesin minority

languages; lead to lower birth ratesasaresult of increased education; and coffer persona benefits

such asincreased self-esteem, confidence and empowerment (Chowdhury, 2014). Nigeriashould

therefore, intensify effortsin providing literacy education that can contributeto economic growth;

reduces poverty; promote democracy; just to mention but afew in our society.

Challengesof Literacy Education

The grave conseguences of the neglect of literacy education that isal ready showingitsugly face

indudethefollowing:

76 million adults, two-thirdsof them arewomen, still lack of basicreading and writing skills
(Opiah, 2022). Adult with lower literacy level aremorelikely to rely on people/publicfor
assistance and thisdoes not makefor either persona or community development. A literate
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adults (especially, women) are not only devel op herself but a so his children because she
will beabletoreadto her childrenearly inlife.

Most of the countries had missed the Education for All on adult literacy. Someby alarge
margin of the 40 countriesthat had an adult literacy rates below 90 percent in 1998-2001,
only threecountries (Bolivia, Equatorial Guineaand Malaysia) are expected to meet the
global of reducingtheir illiteracy ratesby 50 percent (UNDP, 2014).

llliteracy tendsto prevail in low-income countrieswhere severe poverty iswidespread.
Literacy ispoorest in Sub-Saharan Africaand in South and West Asia. By implication,
adultswith low level of literacy skillsarelikely to belivingin poverty. Thisisbecause
literacy education foster clear awareness about economic, socid, political and ecological
inter-dependencein urban and rural aress.

Progressisdowing, particularly in fragileand conflict-affected countries: Where 42 percent
of the world’s out-of-school children live (and this percentage is growing on daily basis).
Thereisno doubt thefact that youth of today will beleaders of tomorrow; Countrieswith
high percentage of out-of-school children would definitely affect the progressof thesaid
countries. Literacy education should therefore beimplemented to the | etter to reduce out-
of-school childrenintheaffected countries.

Thereisan acute shortage of facilitatorsin devel oping countries. For example, to achieve
universal primary education, an additiona 1.7 million primary school teachersare needed
(Clement, 2004; UNDP, 2014). Thereisshortage of practitionersand personnel on literacy
issuesand education in devel oping countries (Nigeriainclusive).

National Transformation
Transformation means acompl ete change from one situation to another or adeparturefromoldto

anew one. Transformation meansto metamorphose or acomplete change from one situation to

another, atota departurefrom the old order to anew one. The concept portendsaradical, structural,

and fundamental changethat hasthe potentia of altering the status quo under agiven condition.
Asobie(2012); Dakuku (2013) and Edeh & Ajisafe (2015) stated that transformation of anationis
about anew direction, new prioritiesand new projects. It isnot an event rather aprocessleading to

anew godsand new results. It isaprocessof profound and radical changethat orientsinanation

inanew direction and takesit to entirely different level of effectiveness. Itimpliesabasic change of

character and little or no resemblance with the past configuration or structurein acountry.
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Ibidapo, Adeowu & Balogun (2015) quoting Oladimeji (2008) noted that national
development isused to mean not just improvement and advancement, but moreof transformation
of theeconomic, socid and politica structure of the Nigerian society from lesscomplex, lessefficient
and less desirableto amore complex, more efficient and more desirabl e state. 1brahim (2015)
quoting Nasiru (2011) stated that nationd transformationisacompl ete changefrom onesituationto
another, adeparture from the old order to anew onein a country. To change from afailureto
successful, cdlsfor performance of someactivitiesthat will facilitatetheactudization of such changes,
transformation call for practical action and goesbeyond mereexpression or verba pronouncement,
but requiresanumber of tasksto be performed by the country involved.

Transformation, if properly handled by anationwill definitely bring about human devel opment.
Human devel opment to Ibiam and Ugboja (2008) aimsat enlarging the capacities of peopletolive
full, productive, satisfyingand va uablelivesby raising their income and improving other components
of their living standards such ashedlth, literacy, and control over their destiny in order to prolong
their lifespan.

Limitationsof Literacy Education in TransformingNigeria

There are some problemsthat makeit difficult to realizethefull potential of literacy education
programmesin Nigeria, prominent among them asstated by Olaitan (1996), Osuola(2004), Asuquo
(2005), Oladepo, Bolade-Oladepo & Baogun (2015) and Oduoye (2019) areasfollows:

i.  Inadequatefunding, fundsalocated to adult and non-forma education have beeninadequate
to meet thegrowing needs of literacy programmes. Forma educationismuch morefavoured
inthebudgeting alocation of the government of Nigeria. Thismakestheimplementation of
the programmealittlebit difficult. Theeffect of poor funding of thisprogrammeisevidentin
shortage of teaching materids; ill-equipped literacy centres; inadequatefinancia support
for research and poor remuneration of facilitators. Government and Cooperate organi sations
should demonstrate greater commitment and will to fund literacy education to enableit
bring about the desired transformation expected of thistype of education. Poor funding by
dl levd sof government isoneof themost serious consgtraints militating against the successful
implementation of literacy programmesin the country.

ii. Inadequate research effortsand data. Inadequate research will definitely affect the progress
of the programmesand will not give room to improved judgment about its effectiveness
based on the outcome. More research work need to be carried out in thearea of literacy
education in order to achieve some of itsaimsand objectives as core engine of human
devel opment that aids capacity building. While government should utilizerelevant research
resultsintheareaof literacy education a ready conducted.
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Rarity of facilitator preparation programme. Thereislimited opportunity for trainingand re-
training of facilitator of literacy educationin Nigeria. Human being are pivot of work in any
productivity venture. Well trained facilitatorsprovideidess, innovationsthat will bring about
improvement in thelifeof adults. Tutorsshould therefore be properly trained to enablethem
acquire necessary skills, knowledge, abilities and competencies needed for the nature of
their job.

Lack of continuity and consistency ingovernment policy in Nigeriaisaresult issueand cog
inthewhed of itsimplementation. A particular government may embracepolicieson literacy
education for sustai nable devel opment, whil e the successive government may not seethe
need to give attention. Invariably, thisbrings about frequent changeson policiesonits
implementation.

Poor public attitudetoward literacy education dueto earlier mentaity that literacy education
programmesis meant for academic misfit. The understanding of the relevance of the
programmes in the area of acquisition of the skills that boost individuals’ potentials for
economic empowerment, better livelihood and societd development will definitely change
their orientation with the realization that it’s the type of education that people should have,
aslong asthey areadiveregardlessof theamount of their previous education.
Tutorsinefficiency dueto lack of insufficient commitment or dedicationto work. Itis
regrettablethat ma ority of facilitatorsoperate on voluntary basis. Thisresultstoleavingthe
programmesto be handled by peoplewho arenot professionasin thefield. Thishasturned
out to be problematic on theground that majority of them failed to attach the seriousness
needed to literacy education making them to withdraw from the programmeat will.

Conclusion
Nationd transformationisafundamental shiftinthedeep orientation of anation, suchthat theworld

isseeninnew ways and new actionsand results become possi blethat wereimpossibleprior tothe

transformation. Literacy educationisknown asavery effectiveinstrument inthe devel opment of

individual and society. In essence, itisthekey to al devel opment effortsin the sensethat all facets

of national development require human capital to bring skills, knowledge and capacitiesin order to

record improvement. This paper reiterated the special valueliteracy education bringsto national

transformation. In order to enabl e the nation economy to be successfully transformed, literacy
education should beviewed asan effective and veritabletool for nationd transformation and should
be given the desired attention, support and encouragement needed.

260



UNILORIN JOURNAL OF LIFELONG EDUCATION 6(2) 2022

Recommendations
Toensurethat literacy education playsitsrolesinthe processof nationa transformationin Nigeria,
thefollowing recommendationswere made:

»  Government needsto encourageliteracy education through promotion of primary enrolment
of dl childreninschooal irrespectiveof theincomeprofileof the parents. Also, exposingthe
child to the power of literacy education at the earliest age playsavita roleinthe choices
they makelater intheir adult life. In addition, government should provideinfrastructuresuch
asclassoomsinal the primary schoolsinthe country, so asto ease over-crowding, increase
accessand reduce pupil/teacher ratio.

» Government and theorganized financia ingtitutions should consider playing better roles
than beforein granting loansfor neo-literatesto enablethem be saf-reliant.

»  Government should enhancetheefficiency, resourceful ness, and competence of facilitators
and other adult educational personnel through training and re-training, capacity building,
and motivation.

» Grassroots awareness campaign programmes should be put in place by the government,
private sector and NigeriaNational Council for Adult Education (NNCAE) to enlighten
Nigerian youths and adults on the meaning, scope, content, rolesand benefitsof literacy
education to correct thewrongimpressionthat it iseducationfor less-privileged people.

»  Government shouldincrease funding of literacy education because of itsimportancein
nationd transformation and thusrequired special kind of funding.

* The nation’s literacy centres should be brought to international standard by employing
professional facilitatorsto run the centres.
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