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Abstract

Engagement of community members across board particularly the youths which constitute
energy-driven and conscious population is said to be the springboard for the realization of
development programmes in the community. It is on this premise that this study examined
youths’ engagement and the attainment of community development programmes in
“Ologuneru” community, Ido Local Government area, Oyo State, Nigeria. Ex-post-facto
research design wasadopted for this study and the study popul ation comprised of 4 registered
Youths’ Associations” membership which was 281. Cluster and simple random sampling
techniqueswere used to select 141 respondents. Sructured Questionnairewithr = 0.087 was
used for data collection. Data collected were analyzed using: Freguency counts, Percentages,
Mean score, Sandard deviation and Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient. It
was found that Youths” engagement in development programmes have significant positive
impacts on the attainments of community devel opment programmes. Based on the findings,
the study recommends that; fatalistic attitudes of the Adults and constraints towards Youths’
engagements should be addressed as well as constants recognition of youths’ population in
the scheme of development agenda for uppermost attainment of development programmes
in the community.
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Introduction

Youths” Engagement encapsulates active participations and involvement of young people in the
affairsof thecommunity which spansfrominvolvement a theidentification of felt need, planning,
and to mostly partnership in making decisi onsthat affectsthe youths and the community at large.
Youths’ engagement results in making the younger generations responsible and a process of bringing
about positive social change in the community. Youths’ engagements according to Mark (2005), is
a central principle of the youths’ development and ecological perspectives of human developments,

thus, young peopl e are agents of their own development. In this sense, youths should be seen as
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morethan passiveor tokenist reci pientsof externd influences, instead they should beactively involved
inshaping their own devel opment and destiny by interacting with theadult popul ation and opportunities
available particularly intheir respective communitiesfor capacity building, empowermentsand
decision making process.

Devel opments plans and agendaarerolled out year-in-year-out at thelocal states and national

levelsinNigeria But instead of the god sof devel opment eff ortsmeeting theyearningsof the populace
particularly theyouths, thereverseisthe case, hence, youth uprising, revoltsand other socia-vices
becomes the other of the day in communities. It is expected therefore, that through youths’

engagementscommunitiescan do better intheareas of creating services, opportunitiesand supports
that young peopl e need to devel op in hedthy ways (Olufemi, 2014).

Nigeriaisendowed with numerous human and natural resources, but the strategiesand
policy frameworks of governmentsof all levelshave not encourage active engagements of the
citizensparticularly theyounger generation that congtitutesalmost sixty percent of the populaionto
harnessed these resources. This is in contrary to the historical developing of communities’ projects
in Nigeriawhich was centered on active citizens. Participation popul ations and such programme
marksthestageinthelifeof community and thesocid activitieswhereby membersof thecommunities
areactively engaged to Six issues pool resourcestogether towards solving theidentified problem(s),
Oyelami, Adewoleand Oladel e (2018). Rowland (2011), further argued that, the devel opment of
communitiesisadynamic processinvolving dl ssgmentsof thelocdity including the often-overlooked
youths’ population. Youths’ engagements in development process is therefore virile inaccomplishment
of predetermined goal sand obyjectivesin thecommunitieswhichinal cases, reinforces nationd and
globa development.

Community development programme can be said to beasdlf-directiona effort of the people
by the peopleand for the people. To Hills(2011) such project is gpproached whereby the community
members undertaken programmesin order to better theliving condition inthe community. Again,
Johnson, (2008) equates devel opment projectsin thecommunity astheimprovement inthephysical
and materia wellbeingincluding livelihood of peopleinthe community. Community devel opment
programmetherefore, hel pspeopl eto recognize and devel op their ability and potentia sin order to
addresstheir problems and needs which are shared (Effiong, 2012). Community devel opment
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programme realization uphold basic principles of people’s involvement in bringing about better

socio-economic and political conditionsirrespectiveof differencesinthecommunity.

In Nigeria, communities’ development programme is not new. Oduaran (1994), Oyelami
(2017), and Tolu and Abe, (2011) observed that before the advent of colonial administration,
various communities designed devel opment-oriented activitieson their ownin order toimprove
standards of living. The spirit of self-help which formsthe present day strategy for community
development wasguided by the zed of the people asthey harnessed and pool local resourcesand
undertook communities’ development projects like building of markets, community halls, road
expans on and mai ntenance, tree planting to check erosion and communal palm fruits harvesting

and securing of community by mostly theyouths.

Theyouthsin question can be conceptualized as apeopl ewithin the age bracket of 18 and
24 years, (Liveright, 2013), also 15 and 24 years but varies around the world (UN, 2008). For
example, in Nigeria, youthslsaperiod between ages 16 to 35, whereasin Cameroun, itisaperiod
betweentheage 14 and 25 years. Youthisaperiod of transition from be ng dependent to construction
of saf-concept, being influenced by peers, life style and gender (UN, 2008). Youths constitutethe
most activelabour force of every community. Thereare about 1.2 billion youths between the age
bracket of 15 and 24 yearsintheworld and about onebillion livein devel oping countries (World
Bank Report, 2010). Similarly, Nigerian Nationa Basdline Survey (2015) showed that nearly 50%
of developing world popul ation are youth within the age bracket of 15 and 35 years, thisisoften
referred to asthe youth bulge, since young people constitute a high proportion of many country

population asevidenced in Nigeriawith apopul ation over 174,507,539 million peopleout of which
64 million areyouth with about 54% of them unemployed (NigeriaNational BasdlineYouth Survey,

2015).
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Theincreasein youth population represents both a challenge and aresponsibility to the
community asmgjority of theyouth may not have any source of incomeand livelihood. Itisvisibly
noticed inthecommunity today that thelingering effect of youth bul ge creete un-conduciveatmosphere
invariouscommunitieswith most of them beingidle, unempl oyed and displaying unruly behaviors
(Rowland, 2011). To this end, if the youths’ energies are not adequately harnessed and engaged it
thus become problem. Youths must therefore be effectively mobilised and involved as asset,
beneficiariesand partnersin community devel opment activitiesabound in various communities;
instead of displaying their unruly behaviors as militants, terrorists’ and other restiveness in the
community. Youthsprovide aninevitableresourcefor programme planning and effective eva uation.
Asyouthsare brought into and connected with community devel opment programme, they become
veritabletool stowards programme objectivesrealization. Theresultant effect of thisissustained
positivere ationshipwith adults, their peersand community devel opment experts, gpart fromredlizing
that they areva ued citizens of their communities, such collaborationsand participationsa soleads
to skill enhancements, empowerments and confidence-building traits, which will help preparethe
youthsfor active devel opment servicein thefuture (Obetta,2014).

Youths’ engagement in the context of this study refers to their active involvement and real
influenceinthedecisonsthat affectsyouthslives. Inthisgpproach, engagementsquaity ismeasured
not only by its scope, such asthe number of young peoplewho attend anumber of activitiesor are
involvedinaprogramme, but a so by thequaity of youth contri butionsto thecommunity devel opment
process sarting from felt-need i dentification to the apprai sal process of the devel opment projectin
the community concern. Engagement i stherefore effectivewhen youthshave positiveeffectson the
project process, influence a particular decision and produce a favorable outcome (Umar &
Mohammed, 2014). It isworth mentioning according to Oyelami, (2017) that historically, youths
have played avery prominent rolein the continual processof governance. Theyouthswerealso
responsiblefor the various changes aswitnessed in the history of various communities. Youths
generdly aredaring, full of energy and vigor, inquisitive, enterprising, exuberant, self-sacrificing, and
full of dreams, beautiful initiativesand hopes. All these attributes of youths can be used to boost and
achieve community development projects. There isa strong belief that youths’ effective involvement
insaf-help community devel opment projectsby community leadersand adultsaredesirableinthe
quests for the qualitative development in communities especially in todays’ continued decrease in
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thevotesand alocationsfor devel opment projects by the government at all levelsin Nigeria. It
could a so, to agreat extent make the youths become responsible and realize that they also have
commitment to themsel ves, the communitiesand thenation at large.

Interestingly, engagementsin community devel opment project by the entire popul ation
including theyouthswasthethemeof the 1986 United Nation Declaration on Right to Devel opment
which was first recognized in 1981. The article 22 of the UN Charter on Human and Peoples’ Right
says; that “everybody shall have the right to their economic, social and cultural development with
due regard to their freedom and identity”. This was subsequently proclaimed by the United Nations
in 1986 asagroup right which wasreaffirmed by the 1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action. Hence, aright-based approach to youths” involvement in community development programme
had been advocated and adopted by the member’s states of the UN as well as bilateral donor
agencies, suchasUNDP and USAID. Understanding the dynamicsof youthin every local context
isthereforeessentid for effectivecommunity devel opment activities. Thisisbecauseeach generation
of youth certainly would exhibit their own characteristics and may facedifferent challengesthat
would also requireitsown peculiar solution approach. Nowonder Kelly (2008), Olufemi. (2014)
noted that in most devel oping countries of theworld, the youth have not been properly integrated
into community devel opment activities by thegovernmentsand communities. In addition, Olufemi
(2014) said it has aways been acommon belief among maost peoplein devel oping countrieslike
Nigeria, that every devel opment issuesisthe solerespongbility of the government and her agencies
to provideinfrastructura and physical facilitiesaswell associd amenities. Considering theobvious
economic crisisin Nigeria, it may not be possiblethat government budget capacity accommodates
the magnitude of devel opment cha lengesin the country. Consequently, communitiesseemtobeon
theright track toimproving their welfarefacilitiesthrough self-hel p projects.

If wetake mental tripsacrossNigeriacommunitiestoday from North to the South and from
East to the West, the common stories are those of armed conflict, armed robbery, hunger and
outright starvation, poverty, disease, extra: judicid killing, corruption, misappropriation of public
fundsand electoral fraud. Theresultant effects of these socid illsinthe communitieswas non-
engagement of theyouthsintheaffairsof thecommunities. The seemingly lack of directionfor youth
and mani pulaionsthrough ethnicity and religion. Theseillsmust beaddressed through engagement
of youth asimportant facilitators of community devel opment projectsbecausethey areinnovative,
inquisitiveand creativein problem solving and aswell ashaving enduringinterest during discussion
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and continuous dia ogue during ongoing project in order to forestall anomaliesat the early stage,
whichif not rectified will causeirreparable damageto the project. (Sieng, 2012).

Congdering thefact that community devel opment project hasawidevariety of activitiesit
isexpected that effectiveinvolvement of dl beneficiariesintheactivitiesgivesroom for theopportunity
tolearn how to devel op potentialsand talentsaswel | asacquiremorerelevant skillsthat would help
youthsto grow and contribute meaningfully to community development projects. Addressing the
non-participation of the beneficiaries Sieng (2012) argued that, abandoned community projectsare
attributed to lack of political will, poor planning, poor implementation, inadegquate funding, poor
monitoring, supervision and evaluation. In summary, Smith (2010), noticed that youths are
heterogeneous group with wealth of lifeexperiences, cultural background, education and socid
groupséeffiliationsthat can make positiveimpactsin the community devel opment processdepending
onwherethey live.

In devel oping countrieslike Nigeria, communitiesare known for embarking on self-help
development projects but theirony isthat they hardly complete most of these projects. Evidence
fromthepilot study by theresearcher inthe study area, showed various abandoned salf-hel p projects.
It seemsnot possibleto even ascertain theareasand level of involvement of all stakeholdersinthe
communitiesespecialy theyouth who are supposed to fast track devel opment projects. Engagement
of theyouth populationisat thelevel of tokenism, youths are mererecipients of the development
programmes. Hence, the essence of this study which focused on examining theinfluence of youth
engagement on the attainment of development projects in “Ologuneru” community in Ido local

government areaof Oyo State, Nigeria.

The purpose of the study was to examine the influence of youth engagements and the
attainment of development goal sin the community. The specific objectivesareto: Identify the
devel opment programmesthat youth in Ologuneru community participated in; Find out theimportance
of youths’ engagements in planning on the identification of felt needs in Ologuneru community; Find
out if youths” engagement in decision making correlate with attainment of development programmes
in Ologuneru community and find out the constraints to youths” engagements in development

programmesin Ologuneru community.
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Research Questions

1. What arethedevelopmenta Programmesthat youthin Ologuneru community participated in?

2. What are the constraints to youths’ engagements in development programmes in Ologuneru
community?

Research Hypotheses
Two research hypothesesweretested viz;

1. Thereisasignificant correlation between youths’ engagements in planning and identification of
felt needsin Ologuneru community.

2. Significant correlation does not exist between youth engagementsin decision making process
and attainment of devel opment programmesin Ologuneru community.

M ethodology
Descriptive survey research design of Ex-post-facto type was used for thisstudy. Ex-post-facto

remainsrelevant to this study because of its strengths which emphasi zed non-manipul ations of
variable(s) inthestudy and apt reportation of theeventsasthey occurredinthestudy area(community).
In this case, youths’ engagement in development programmes had occurred, hence, the researcher
reported such engagement in devel opment programmes asthey had happened.

The population comprised of four registered youths’ associations in “Ologuneru” community
inldolocal government areaof Oyo State, With 281 members, asat thetime of thisstudy. The
researcher sought the attention and approval of the Community Development Unit of Idolocal
government at her headquarter in 1do to have accessto thefour registered YouthsA ssociationsin
“Ologuneru” community. (Table 1 below shows the registered Youths Associations in the community
under study).

Table 1: Youths’ associations in Ologuneru community

Namesof Associations Population of L ocation/

Members Club House
Ologuneru Central Youth Association 67 Ologuneru Central
Better 9jaClub 87 Ologuneru Central
Eminent Youth Organisation & Sheu Area, Ologuneru
Ekerin Youth & Sport Association [ Ekerin Ologuneru

Sour ce: Community Development Unit, Ido LGA, lle-1do, 2022

296



UNILORIN JOURNAL OF LIFELONG EDUCATION 6(2) 2022

The population of theregistered membersof the association asat thetimeof thisstudy was
281. Youth associationsin the study areahave been clustered into four registered associations.
From each of theexigting clugter, fifty percent of thememberswererandomly sd ected making 141.
It should be noted that each member from the cluster had equal chance of being selected as
representative of thecluster. Inrelationto this, the samplesizefor thisstudy was 141 respondents.
Instrumentsfor datacollection was structured questionnaire. The structured questionnaire was
anchored on modified four-point Likert rating scaleof SA- Strongly Agreed, A-Agreed, D-Disagreed
and SD-Strongly Disagreed. The structured questionnaire was also divided into 2 sections “A and
B”. Section “A” dealt with bio-data of the respondents such as age, religion, sex, tribe and year of
association’s membership.

Section “B” on the other hand was designed to tease out and captured the relationships
between satement itemson the questionnaireand objectives of thestudy aswd| asdlicitinginformation
on youth engagementsand attainment of devel opment programmesin thecommunity.

The research instrument was validated by experts in community development and
deve opment studiesof the Usmanu Danfodiyo Universty, Sokoto, Nigeria Rdiability wasascertained
for questionnairethrough atest-re-test method which invol ved twenty-five respondentswho were
outsidethemain study. Correl ation Co-€fficient method was used to determinethereliability which
showed an overall scaleof 0.87 and considered high enough to be used for data collection. One
hundred and forty-one questionnaireswere distributed but 137 questionnaires properly completed
and returned were used for dataanalysis. Frequency counts, tables, percentages, mean scores,
standard deviation and wei ghted mean were used to answer the research questions, inwhich vaues
were attached to SA=4, A=3, D=2 and SD=1 which gave 10 pointsand 10 divided by 4 isequal
to 2.5 which wasthe cal cul ated weighted mean. Therefore any mean scorebelow 2.5isseen as
negative responsewhile any mean score of 2.5 and abovewere seen aspositiveresponse. Thetwo
hypotheses formul ated were tested using Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient at
0.05level of significance.
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Results
DataAndysisandresultsof thisstudy with particular referenceto research questionsand hypotheses

were presented in tabular formsasfollow.

Table 2: Distributions of Respondents’ Sex

Sex Frequency Per centage Cumulative Per centage
Mde 105 76.6 76.6

Femde 32 234 234

Total 137 100.00 100.00

Table 2 aboveindicatesthat out of 137 respondentsused for thisstudy, 105 or 76.6% weremaes
while 32 or 23.4% werefema es. Thisimpliesthat there aremorema emembersof thesocia clubs
in “Ologuneru community” than the female members, also the engagements of the males in community
development programmes are more than that of thefemal es.

Resear ch Question 1. Wha arethe deve opmenta Programmesthat youth in Ol oguneru community
participatedin?

Table3: M ean Scoreand Standar d Deviation of Developmental programmes

Responses N Mean Sd. Dev.
Clearing of Access Roads 137 3.42 0.75
Organisations of Sports 137 2.62 0.99

Felt Needs|dentifications 137 2.90 0.81
Building of Markets 137 3.31 0.87
Community Hall 137 291 0.80
Community Security 137 2.93 0.85
Weighted M ean 3.015

Table 2 shows the respondents opinions on the developmental programmes that youths in “Ologuneru”
community participated. All six itemslisted recorded high M ean Scoreranging from 2.62 to 3.42
out of maximum score of 4.0. Theweighted mean of 3.015wasa so recorded. Theimplicationis

that youth are participating in the development programmes in “Ologuneru community” and that
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youth engagement in development programmes had enhanced attainment of development

programmesinthecommunity under study.

Resear ch Question 2: What are the constraints to youths’ engagements in development programmes

in Ologuneru community?

Table 4: Summary of constraints to youth engagement in community development

programmes
Challenges N M ean Std. Dev.
Conflict of Interest 137 341 0.77
Arrogance on the part of adults 137 2.90 0.81
Poor recruitment of youths 137 291 0.80
Ambiguities in developments projects 137 2.93 0.85
Inadequate authentications of camsent 137 3.33 0.75
Inadequate data 137 3.33 0.75
Distrust among youths 137 3.45 0.67
Weighted Mean 3.192

Table 4 shows the respondents opinions on the constraints to youth engagements and
participationin community devel opment programmesin the community under study. All theseven
itemslisted recorded high mean scoresranging from 2.90 to 3.45 out of maximum mean score of
5.0. Theweighted mean score of 3.192 wasalso recorded. Theimplication of thiswasthat there
aremult- - - - i- - -faceted and multi-dimensional issuesand challengesfacing youth engagement in
community development programmeswhich wererevededin Table4 above.

Research Hypotheses

HO,:

- Thereisno significant corrections between youth’s engagement in planning and the

identification of felt needsinthecommunity.
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Table 5: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient of youths’ engagement in
planning and identification of felt-needs

Variables N X SD Cal. P
Engagement in planning 137 61.272 9.201 0.1026  0.013
Felt-needsidentification 137 132.340  20.561

Significant at 0.05 level of significant.

Table 5 above shows the Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient results of Youths
engagement in planning processand i dentification of felt needsinthecommunity. Theresultsindicate
acalculated value of 0.1026 and tableva ue of 0.013. Sincethe calculated valueishigher thanthe
tablevalue, itimpliesthat thereisapostivesgnificant correl ation between Youthsengagement in
planning and identification of felt needsinthe community. Thus, earlier postulated hypothesisis
therefore rejected.

HO.:  Significant correaiondoesnot exist between Youthsengagement i n decision making process

2
and attainment of devel opment programmesinthe community.

Table6: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient of youth engagement in deci-
sion making and attainment of development programmes

Variables N X SD Cal. P
Engagement in decision making 137 25150  3.0941 325 0.182
Development programmes 137 129.200 40.0047

Significant at 0.05leve of significant

Table 6 showsthe Pearson Product Moment Correl ation Co-efficient resultsof Youths
engagement in decision making process and attainment of community devel opment programmes.
Theresultsindicateacalculated value of 32.5 and tablevalueof 0.182. Calculated vaueishigher
than Pvaue. Thus, hypotheseseerlier stated isrejected. Thisimpliesthat thereisapostivesgnificant
correlation between Youth engagement in decis on making process and the attainment of devel opment

programmesinthe community.
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Discussion of Findings

Thefindingsfrom research question one reveal ed numerous programmesin the community of
“Ologuneru”, Ido Local Government Area of Oyo State, Nigeria. Such programmes include; clearing
of accessroads, building of marketsstdls, community security, community hall, felt needsidentification
and organization of sportsand games by the Youth clubs. Lending credenceto theabove, Hills
(2011) whileidentifying devel opment programmesin the community stressed that community project
isacoordinated approach whereby community members undertook programmesin order to better
theliving condition of the people (children, young and adults) residing in that community.

Research question two identified various constraints to youths’ engagement in community
devel opment programmesin thecommunity understudy. Such congtraintsincude: Conflict of interest,
arrogances on the parts of adults, poor recruitments of Youth club memberships, ambiguitiesin
devel opment projects, inadequate articul ation of causal mode, inadequate dataand distrust among
youths’ club members were the revealed constraints/challenges to youths’ engagements in
devel opment programmesin Ologuneru community. Lending credenceto the constraints of youth
engagement in devel opment programmesin thecommunity, Leach, Adetilaand Yusuf (2013) listed
Youth engagement constraintsin community devel opment programmesto ind ude but not limited to:
lack of trust, improper mobilization strategies, fund, arrogances on the part of the adult population,
fatalistic attitude of the adultstowards devel opment projects, ego and autocratic nature of the adult
population aswell asyouth restfulness. Itison thisnotethat Cole (2007) warned that, neglecting
youths’ participation and engagement in decision making mostly lead to failure of community
devel opment programmes.

Theresultsof hypothesisonereveal ed that the youth engagement in planning had positive
sgnificant corrd ation onidentification of felt-needsin community. Felt-needsidentification partici pation
isoneof themgor conditionsfor project sustainability inthecommunity. Corroborating this, Oyelami
(2017) stressed that such engagement in planning of felt-needsidentification by thedirect beneficiaries
always tease out “Weness and ours” of the development programme(s). Also, Clark (2010),
Hermosillo (2012) and Hills (2011) in separate studies have argued that engagement in planning
and activeparticipation of thedirect beneficiariesin deve opment projectsaways breed sustainability
of theproject inthe community. Olufemi (2014) also buttressed the rel evance of youth engagement
in planning by stressing that, with youths’ engagements, community can do better in the areas of
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creating services, opportunitiesand support needed for the attainment of devel opment programmes
inthecommunity.

The results of hypothesis two, revealed that youths’ engagement in decision making process
had positivesignificant correl ation on theattainment of devel opment programmesin the community.
Thiswas in line with Mark (2005) findings who observed that youths’ engagement is a central
principle of youths’ development and ecological participation of human development, which implies
that young peopl e are agents of their own development. Inthe samevein, Rowland (2011) argued
that, the devel opment of the community isadynamic processinvolving al segmentsof thelocality
including the often over-looked youths’ population. Similarly, while tracing the evolutionary trends
of community development process in Nigeria, Oyelami (2010) argued that youths’ population
have been participating in devel opment processin such areas as. Sports and games, building of
kings’ palace, building of market and stalls, building of community hall and construction of access
roadsaswell as securing of the community from themostly externa aggressors. Examplesof such
were found in the activities of the “ESO”- the military outfits of the Yoruba tribe in South-West zone
of Nigeria under the leadership of “Aare-ona-kakanfo” and the “Age grades” mostly among the
Igbo tribesin the South-East zone of Nigeria

Conclusion

Community can be homogenous as well as heterogonous. What isimportant for community
development is mobilization and pooling of resourcestogether to enhance the capacities of the
membership of that community. This study had addressed the on youths’ engagement in and constraints
to development programmes in “Ologuneru” community, Oyo State, Nigeria. It can therefore be
concluded that, sincethe contributions of individualsand groupsdiffer incommunity service, efforts
should be made by the stakehol dersto harnesstheinputsof al for collectivegains.

Recommendations

Thefollowing are the recommendations the study offer for effective engagement of youthsin
community development programmes.

1. Youths constraints and fatalistic attitudes of the adults should be addressed for effective

engagement of youths’ population in community service.
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2. Youths’ engagements in felt-needs identification should be encouraged and harnessed for
redlization and sustainability of devel opment programmesin thecommunity.

3. Decisonsaremadefor collectivegains, assuch, youths popul ation who arethedirect beneficiaries
of decisionsshould beactively engaged in decision-making process.
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