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Abstract

Wbmen are mostly denied access to western education as they are believed to be another
man’s property and this usually affect their participation in politics in llorin Metropolis. Thus,
this necessitated the study. The total popul ation of the study comprised of Four hundred and
fifty adult learnersin the literacy education centersin llorin Metropolis. The sample size of
the study comprised of two hundred adult learners Adult Literacy and WWbmen Political
Participation Instrument (ALWPPI) was used for data collection. The expertsin the field of
Adult Education, University of [lorin, validated theinstrument. Thereliability of the instrument
was established with test retest method yielding a value of 0.86. ANOVA and t-test was used
to analysethe hypothesesraised in the study. The result showed that there wasno statistically
significant difference in the perceived influence of adult education on political participation
of womenin llorin Metropolisbased on age(F{ 107 = 1.667,p>0. 05). Therewasno statistically
significant difference in the perceived influence of adult education on political participation
of women in llorin East based on marital status (t{lw} = 1.714, p>0.05). There was no
statistically significant difference in the perceived influence of adult education on political
participation of womenin Ilorin East based on occupational status (F 2.10n = 1.352, p>0. 05).
It was recommended that Government should ensure that basic Ilteracy education that help
an individual to read and write should be directed towards the women as this will enhance
their participation in the political activities of their respective places.

K eywor ds. Adult education, Basicliteracy, Functiond literacy and Political participation

Introduction

Nigerian women have been faced with numerous congtraints, militating against theminthe politica
arena, beaming fromthefirst republic, though thefourth republic hasbeen seen asanew dawn for
women participation politicsasit has morewomen in government both el ectiveand positions of
gppointments. Inpolitica circleand public governance, the percentage of Nigerian women el ected
to public officesare not encouraging when compared with some devel oped countrieswherethe
political system arefavourableto women aspirationsinto public officeswithout any harassment or
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intimidation. Agbagobi (2019 asserted that theinvol vement of women participationin € ectioneering
processareat lower ebb despitethefactsthat thereare many Nigerian womenwho highly educated
and possessesthe needed requirementsto viefor any politica officesbut unfortunately. Theresearches
carried out by Duflo, 2001; Egbo (2019) proved that many women decided to fortifies their
inalienablerightsto seek for politica offices because, the nature of € ectioneering processhasbeen
characterized withintimidation ,harassment, moneti zation and violence which are not favorableto
them.

Adult educationisvery relevant and isastrategy for empoweringwomen towards contributing
to the devel opment of their communitiesthrough itsmyriads of programmesdesigned toimprove
the capacity of womeninall aspect of life. Accordingto Ugwu & Mbalis (2016), adult education
refersto all formsof learning and empowerment programmes in which adult men and women
participatein order to develop their abilities, enrich their knowledge and improvetheir technica or
professiona qualificationsto enable them meet their needs and those of their communities. Adult
education accordingto Ihegirika(2015), promotelearning inwomen and encourage mutua, respect
and cooperativeactivitiesthat ensuresocia and economic emanci pation of individua sor communities
concerned.

Adultsareindividual that are decision makerswhose decisions and actions, affect the
environment while Eheazu (2016) conceptualise an adult to beanindividua who actively engagein
productiveactivitiesfor social, economic devel opment in the country. Oyebamiji (2012) identified
thefollowingasuniversally qualitative and quantitative characteristics of an adult; chronological
characterigtics, psychologica characteristics, biological characteristics, menta characteristics, socid
characteristics, politica characteristicsand educationd characteristic.

The scope of adult educationisasbroad aslife. Nzeneri (2012) emphasised that adult
educationisanintegra part of life ong education which contributesto economic, cultural, educationd
and socid development of any nation, community or rurd area. Adult educationishowever perceived
to bearesponseto the educational needs of men and women through lifelong educational process
that includesfunctional, vocationd, civic, socid, cultural, professiona and recreationa education
for adults. Nzeneri (2012) perceived adult education asall formsof educative experiences needed
by men and women according to their varying interests and requirements of their differing level sof
comprehension ability andintheir changing rolesand responsbilitiesthroughout life.
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AccordingtoAkamare (2013) politica participationisan aspect of political behaviour and
it focuseson theway inwhichindividuastakepartin palitics. Itisavoluntary activity and onemay
participate directly or indirectly. The variousways by which the people can beinvolvedin the
political systemincludesdlection or dection of politica |leaders, formulation of policies, community
activitiesand other civic engagements. According toArolowo & Aluko (2016), the essence of
politica participationin any society, either civilised or primitive, isto seek control of power, acquisition
of power andto influence decision making. Political participationisameansof contributing ones
guotatothe political system and overal devel opment of thenation, political participation isone of
thefundamental requirementsof demacratic governance. Thisisthereasonwhy Adelekan (2019)
emphasi zed that idedlly, democracy meansindividua participation in the decisionsthat involves
one’s life. Ina democratic system, there is the necessity for the citizenry to be fully involved in the
demaocratic procedures of the choice of rulersand effective communi cation of the public policies
and attitudes. Any claim to democratic regime or state must essentially embrace ahigh degree of
competitive choice, openness, and enjoyment of civic and political libertiesand political participation
that involvesal groupsof the society (Arowolo and Aluko, 2016).

Theextentsto which people participateinthe political system differ from person to person.
Falade (2018) identified six typesof political participants. Theseare: Theinactivewhich refersto
peoplethat takeno part inany .political activity; Voting specidistsarethe peoplethat get eagerly
engaged only invating. Besdesvoting, they arenot concerned about other politicd activities. Parochid
participants: These peopleparticipatein politicsoccasiondly. They voteor getinvol ved in any other
political activity only whenit affectstheir persond interest. Thecommunaist: Thesearethosewho
get engagedinvoting regularly, they dso get involvedin community affairsbut they arenot involved
inpolitica campaign activities. The campaigners. They areactively involved in political campaign
but inactivein other community affairs. Completeactivists: They arehighlyinvolvedinadl politica
activities. They actively participatein voting, political campaign, community activitiesand make
contact with public officia's. Someof thefactorsthat determine politica participation are: culturd,
economic, palitica, religiousand educationa backgroundsof individuas. Also, thelevd of political
awareness aswell asthe measure of confidencein the political process determinesthe extent to
whichthecitizensparticipatein the political system.
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Literacy has been defined in anumber of ways by diverse scholarsand practitionersin
education and devel opment fields. UNESCO (2010) submitted that Literacy isat theheart of basic
educationfor dl, and essentid for eradicating poverty, reducing child mortality, curbing popul ation
growth, achieving gender equality and ensuring sustainable devel opment, peace and democracy.
Basicliteracy hasbeen popularly defined asform of abilitiesto read, write, and do basic arithmetic
or numeracy. Women who constitute a large proportion of the nation’s population have important
roleto play in politicsand nation building. Egbo (2019) pointed out that alarge proportion of these
women areilliterateand consequently, their level of participation islow when compared withthe
participation of men. In addition, cultural values which emphasise women’s primary roles as wives
and home makersare psychological barriersto women.

In recent times, nations of theworld have witnessed increased discussionsand debateson
gender issueswith emphasisonwomen liberation, emanci pation, empowerment, protection of women
rights, and women participation in politicsamong others. In order to ensurewomen development in
modern democraci es, governments, world organi sationsand various stakehol dersat different levels
have made decl arationsthat are supposed to be binding on member Statesamong whichinclude
the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights, which prohibit al formsof discriminations based
on sex and ensuretheright tolife, liberty and security (UNDP, 2005).

Generally, women have been rel egated to the background and are often seen as second-
classcitizenswhich areadmost theheight of gender discriminationintheworld. Reducingthefemde
gender to reproductive stooge, child bearing and upbringing, will create aspacefor exclusionfrom
decision making processesin political matterseven asit will neither allow them take up officia
appointments nor enabl ethem appear in public placesor functionsof trust and authority in the state
and thenation at large. Women are mostly denied accessto western education asthey are believed
to be another man’s property. In llorin East, most parents out of ignorance and sheer illiteracy pay
much attention to the training and education (formal or non-formal) of themae child, whilethegirl
child happensto bevictim of dl kindsof prevalent antiquitiesfashioned asnorms, values, attitudes,
standards, belief, and traditions as experienced in the Sudy areawhich are opposing to the tenets of
adult education.

Thefindingsmadefrom thisstudy will be of immense contributionsto government, women,
thecommunity and the nation at large. The study will assist the government to know theimpact of
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adult education onthepolitica participation of women aswell astheimportance and significance of
women in politics. Womenwill benefit fromthefindingsof thisstudy asit will enablethem to know
how paramount paliticsisinthesociety and the benefitsof politica participation, how adult education
programmes such asbasicliteracy and functiond literacy programme can beawhed towardstheir
effectiveparticipationin politicswhichisthe r franchiseright asacitizen of thecountry wherein they
will beableto participate actively in politics notwithstanding the cultural, societa, religiousand
political barrier facing political participation of womenintheir community andthenation at large.
Lastly, thefindingsof thisstudy will thereby contributeto the political devel opment of thecommunity
and thenation at large through effective participation of women in politicswhich will bring about
more capable and intellectual minds in government, promoting citizen’s participation in politics and
getting rid of political apathy amongst women.

The study hung on empowerment theory which was developed by Batliwalain 1994 and
thetheory wasfurther expanded by Stromquistin 1995. The core assumption of Stromquist model
wasthat cognitive, psychological, politica, and economic componentsof empowerment are needed
to advancethe status of women and increasetheir participation in developmental processes. This
empowerment theory was chosen becauseit gppliesto areas of communitieswheredenia of right
dueto patriarcha ideology and valuesareinherent. [lorin Metropolisareknown for its culture of
patriarchy which has resulted in denial of women’s rights in many respects. Women’s access to both
material and non-materia resourcesarelimited. Women thereforeneed cognitive, psychological,
political, and economic empowerment to advancetheir status and contribute meaningfully to the
devel opment of their community and the society at large.

Batliwaa, in her own perspectiveoutlined three gpproachesto empowerment whichinclude
integrated devel opment, economic empowerment, and awakening critical consciousness. The
integrated approach proceeds by forming women’s organisations and coalitions among women that
engagein developmental activitiesand tackle socia problems such asinequality, child marriage,
violence against women, and other factors limiting women’s potentials, using healthy programmes.
The economic empowerment approach attributes women’s subordination to lack of economic powver.
This approach focuses on improving women’s control over material resources. This is done through
organisingwomen for savingsand exposureto credit facilities, incomegenerating, and skill training
activitiesto givethem somedegree of independence. Thethird approachisrising of consciousness
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which argues that women’s empowerment requires awareness of complex factors causing women’s
subordination. Thisisaccomplished through education and other awareness programmes.
Theobjectivesof thisstudy areto: examinethe perceived influence of adult education on
political participation of womeninllorin East; investigate the differencein the perceived influence of
adult education on politica participation of womeninllorin East based on age; ascertainthedifference
intheperceived influenceof adult education on political participation of womeninIlorin East based
on marital status; determinethedifferencein the perceived influence of adult education on political

participation of womenin Ilorin East, based on occupationa status.

Research Questions
Thefollowing research question guided the study:
1. Whatisthepercavedinfluenceof adult education onpoliticd participation of womeninllorin East?

Research Hypothesis

Ho,: Thereisnosignificant differenceinthe perceived influence of adult education on political
participation of womenin llorin East based on age.

Ho,:

,. Thereisnosignificant differenceinthe perceived influence of adult education on political

participation of womenin llorin East based on marital status.
Ho,:

.. Thereisnosignificant differenceinthe perceived influence of adult education on political

participation of womenin Ilorin East based on occupationa status.

Research M ethodology

Descriptive Survey Research design was adopted for thisstudy. Thisdesign was selected because
the study aimsto identify theinfluence of adult education on women political participation. Two
hundred adult |earnerswere sd ected through s mplerandom sampling technique. Thetota population
of the study comprised of four hundred and fifty adult learnersin theliteracy education centersin
llorin Metropolis. Theresearch instrument used for thestudy wastagged Adult Literacy and Women
Political Participation Instrument (ALWPPI). Theinstrument wasdivided into two sections, thefirst
section comprised of theinformation on the demographic variables of the participantswhilethe
second section comprised of theinformation ontheinfluence of adult literacy education onwomen
politica participation. Theexpertsinthefield of Adult Education, University of llorin, vaidated the
instrument. Test re-test was conducted in Ilorin South wherefifty researchinstrumentsweregiven
tofifty adult learnersin the selected locd government. Thedataobta ned were andyzed with Prime
Product Moment Correlation (PPM C), the value obtained was 0.84. Theresearch question was
analyzed with descriptive statistics of mean and standard deviation while ANOVA and t—test was
used to analyzethe hypothesesrai sed in the studly.
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Results
Resear ch Question 1: What isthe perceived influence of adult education on politica participation
of womeninllorin East?

Table 1: Perceived influence of adult education on political participation of womeninllorin
East, Kwara Sate, Nigeria.

SN ltems Mean S.D. Remark
1 Basicliteracy programmehelp meto confidently

voteduring election 371 126 Perceved
2 | can now read what iswritten on ballot papersas

result of basicliteracy 356 111 Perceved
3 | can now communicate with peoplenow than ever

beforein political meetingsasaresult of basicliteracy 3.43 0.69 Perceived
4 Basicliteracy hasimproved my fluency in English
language, whichisthe communication medium during

eections 337 131 Perceved
5 Adult learning hasimproved my competency in

performing any politicd role. 334 071 Pecaved
6 Basic literacy hasenabled metowritemy name

during votersregistration 263 094 Pecaved
7 Functiond literacy hasenabled meto achieve my

immediate needsto contest in elections 257 103 Perceved
8 Functiond literacy hasequipped mewith partial

skillsto votefor the party of my choice 3.02 089 Perceved

9 Functiond literacy has enabled meto gainwage
employment to sponsor acandidate of my choice 276 114 Perceved
10 Functiond literacy hascreated political awareness

inme. 253 112 Peceved
11 Functiond literacy hasenabled meto becomeconscious

of my right to participatein elections 3.02 086 Perceved
12 | cannow confidently participatein political campaigns

asaresult of women education 294 108 Perceved
13 Womeneducationhasimprovedmy politicd avareness 291  1.19 Perceived
14 | can now competefor electora position withmy

mal e counterpart asaresult of women education 283 107 Pecaved
15 Women education has enhanced my will and capacity

for leadership 252 093 Perceved

AsrevededinTable 1, themean scoreof dl theitemsareabove 2.50. Thisimpliesthat the
perceived influence of adult education on political participation of womeninllorin Metropolisis
positiveasbasicliteracy programme hel pswomen to confidently vote during e ection; women can
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now read what iswritten on ball ot papersasaresult of basicliteracy; women can now communicate
with peoplenow than ever beforein political meetingsasaresult of basicliteracy; basicliteracy has
improved women’s fluency in English-language, which is the communication medium during elections;
adult learning hasimproved women competency in performing any palitical role; basicliteracy has
enabled women to writeduring votersregistration; functiond literacy hasenabled womento achieve
my immedi ate needsto contest in el ections and equi pped women with partial skillstovotefor the
party of their choiceaswell asenabled them to gain wage empl oyment to sponsor acandidate of
their choice. Thishasa so created political awarenessin them, enabled them to become conscious
of thar rightsto participatein e ections. Asaresult, women confidently participatein political campagns
asaresult of women education, improved their political awareness; can now competefor electora
position with my male counterpart asaresult of women education and enhanced their will and

capacity for leadership.

Hypotheses Testing
Ho,: Thereisno significant differencein the perceived influence of adult education on political
participation of womenin llorin Metropolisbased on age.

Table 2: ANOVA summary of the difference in the perceived influence of adult education on
political participation of women in Ilorin Metropolis based on age.

Variables Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. Remark
Between Groups  331.248 2 165.624

Within Groups 19584.345 197 99413 1667 071 NS
Total 19815.593 199

*Significanceat p>0.05

AsshowninTable 3, the F-valueof 1.667 with ap-valueof 0.71 computed at 0.05 apha
level. Sincethep-vaueof 0.71 obtained isgreater than 0.05 level of significance, thenull hypothesis
oneisretained. Thisthusimpliesthat thereisno statistically significant differencein the perceived
influence of adult education on political participation of womeninllorin Metropolisbased onage (F
(2,197 = 1.667, p>0.05).

Ho,: Thereisno significant differencein the perceived influence of adult education on political
participation of womenin llorin East based on marital status.
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Table 3: t-test Satistics showing the differencein the perceived influence of adult education
on political participation of womenin Ilorin East based on marital status

Marital Satus No Mean S. D. Df t-value Sig. Remark
Sngle 54 16.821 3.409

197 1.714 0.122 NS
Married 146 17.975 3.454

*Insignificancea p>0.05

Table 3 showsthat thet-value 1.714 isobtained with ap-vaue of 0.122 computed at 0.05
aphaleve. Sincethep-vaueof 0.122 isgreater than 0.05 leve of significance, thenull hypothesis
twoisretained. Therefore, thereisno Satisticaly significant differencein the perceived influence of
adult education on political participation of womenin llorin East based on marital status (t{
1.714, p>0.05).

197~

Ho,: Thereisno significant differencein the perceived influence of adult education on political
participation of womenin Ilorin East based on occupationa status.

Table4: ANOVA Summary of the difference in the perceived influence of adult education on
political participation of women in llorin Metropolis based on occupational status.

Variables Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. Remark
Between Groups 272.645 2 136.323

Within Groups  19856.465 197 100.7%4 1352 022 NS
Total 18329.110 199

*Insignificancea p>0.05

AsshowninTable5, theF-vaueof 1.352with ap-vaue of 0.22 computed at 0.05 alpha
level. Sincethep-vaueof 0.22 obtained isgreater than 0.05 level of significance, thenull hypothesis
threeisretained. Thisthusimpliesthat thereisno Statistically significant differenceinthe perceived
influence of adult education on politica participation of womenin llorin East based on occupationa
status (F =1.352, p>0.05).

{2,1971
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Discussion of Findings

Findingsof thisstudy reved ed that the perceived influence of adult educationon palitica participation
of womenin llorin Eastispositive asbasic literacy programme hel p women to confidently vote
during election; women can now read what iswritten on ball ot papersasresult of basicliteracy;

women can now communicate with peoplenow than ever beforein political meetingsasaresult of
basic literacy; basic literacy has improved women’s fluency in English language, which is the

communication medium during elections; adult learning hasimproved women competency in
performing any political role; basicliteracy hasenabled women to writeduring votersregistration;

functional literacy has enabled women to achieve my immediate needsto contest in el ectionsand
equipped women with partid skillsto votefor theparty of their choiceaswell asenabled themto
gainwageempl oyment to sponsor acandidateof their choice Thishasa so crested politica avareness
inthem, enabled them to become conscious of their rightsto participatein el ections. Asaresullt,
women confidently participatein political campaignsasaresult of women education, improved
their political awareness; can now competefor electoral position with my male counterpart asa
result of women education and enhanced their will and capacity for leadership. Also, Agba g obi

(2019) argued that devel opment cannot take place without education especialy basic literacy.

They maintained that devel opment requires an educated and enlightened popul ace. Thisview was
stressed by Aderinoye (2004), quoted in Adekola& Abanum (2010) that the difference between
the developed and underdevel oped countriesof theworld isrelated to thelevel of literacy among
the populace. A citizenry that can grasp what ishappening in the globa world and usethat to better
their society would contribute more meaningfully to the process of development than anilliterate
whoisignorant of happeningsinthegloba society. Literacy isafoundation onwhich educationis
built.

Fndingsof thisstudy indicated thet thereisno saidticaly sgnificant differencein thepercaived
influence of adult education on political participation of womenin Ilorin East based on age. This
showstha women regardless of their agedifference believed that adult education positively influenced
their politica participation. Thisfinding negatesthe study of Chattopadhyay & Duflo (2001) whose
results showed that of women varying ageswomen political participation isenhanced through adult
education programme. Adult education makeswomento exercisether right to politica participation
to influence public affairswithout any discrimination, to seek decisionscollectively and to choose
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their own representative organisations, to vote and be voted in e ections, to exercisepalitical powers
such aslegidativeexecutive, judiciary and dl other public administrative powersand toinfluence
theformul ation and implementation of policy at internationd, nationd, regiond andlocd levelsand
havefreedom of democratic action, freeinterference.

Findingsof thisstudy showed that thereisno datiticaly significant differencein theperceived
influence of adult education on political participation of womenin llorin East based on marital
status. Thisimpliesthat both singleand married women were of similar opinion onthe positive
influence of adult education on their political participation in the studied area. This outcome
corroborates Egbo (2019) who reported that literate women in Nigeriafor example, reported
confident enough to participatein community meetingsunlikeilliterate women. Thereisawide
variation between countries, however, in the relationship between women’s education levels and
their representationinformal politics, and their participation in other politica activity. The United
States, which outranksother industrialised democraciesintermsof the numbersof womeninhigher
education (andinthework force, andin professiona positions), has seen persistently low numbers
of womeninformal palitics, reaching an dl-timehigh of just 14.3% of Congressin 2002 (Center for
Voting and Demacracy, 2003). Uganda, Rwanda, and M ozambique, among the poorest countries
intheworld with femaeadult literacy levelsof just 41, 60.2 and 28.7 percent respectively, have
parliamentsinwhich between 25 to 30 percent of |egidatorsarewomen. This contrast suggeststhat
the connection between education and engagement in formal representative politicsisnot directly
observable, and invites us to explore the nature of the relationship between women’s education and
politica participation.

Inthesamevein, findingsfrom thisstudy revealed that thereisno statistically significant
differenceintheperceivedinfluence of adult education on politica participation of womeninllorin
East based on occupationa status. Thisisinlinewith Kenworthy & Maami, (2019) who reveded
in their recent cross-national study that the number of national women’s political organizations was
unrelated togender inequdity in politica representation. Thisisanindication of apatternthat gopears
in other studies of women’s political participation: the longer women have had access to the political
sphere, the greater are the numbers of women in politics —this suggests a role model effect that
encourageswomento enter political activity, aswell asacultura effect whereby thepolitica sphere
becomes|esshostileto women thelonger it isexposed to them.
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Conclusion

Based on the findings obtained from this study, it could be concluded that adult education has
tremendoudy influenced women participation in politics asit allowswomentowriteduring voters
registration; functional literacy has enabled women to achievetheir immediate needsto contest in
€l ections and equipped women with partia skillsto votefor the party of their choice. It could also
be concluded that both single and married women regardless of their ageand occupationa status
hold positive perception of theinfluence of adult education ontheir participationin politics.

Recommendations

With respect to thefindingsfrom thisstudy, thefoll owing recommendations are proffered;

1. Government should ensurethat basic literacy programmesthat help anindividual to read and
write should be directed towards the women asthiswill help them participatein political
activitiesof their respective places given bas c education required to enabl ethem participatein
devel opment process.

2. Women should acquire through adequate provision of free basi c education proper awareness
of their potentiass, rightsand higher responsbilitiesin society.

3. Women should always harness the benefits of adult education programme by enrolling
themsdvestofoster their political activism among themsdvesfor the betterment of democracy
and national devel opment.

4. Political partiesshould actively engagetheir femaleilliterate membersin adult education
programmeto promote active participation of womenin politics.

5.  Organizationssupporting women should consider organizing trainingsand workshopsinline
with adult education classesin such away to sensitizewomen on the need to participatein
politicd activities
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